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THE LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE LIBRARY ENTERS 
ITS SECOND HALF CENTURY OF SERVICE 

By M. G, Toepel, Chief 

Wisconsin Legislative Reference Library 





Introduction 


We are grateful for the opportunity to present in the 
BULLETIN of our parent organization, the Free Library Commission, 
an explanation of the organization, operations, services, and to 
some degree the aspirations of the Legislative Reference Library. 
It is probable that few subordinate agencies of government have 
had the privilege of finding their own level of usefulness to the 
extent that the reg otagty te Reference Library has under the broad 
supervision of the Free Library Commission. 


The Legislative Reference Library, unique in this countr 
when it was established in 1901, is now entering its second ha 
century of service to the people of Wisconsin, Through the leader- 
ship of its three former chiefs and the strong loyalties of its 
staff, it has developed a reputation which extends beyond the 
boundaries of Wisconsin and of this country to foreign lands in- 
cluding those nations in which the concept of democratic govern- 
ment is only now taking root, 


The realization that the porns of Wisconsin have come to 
rely upon the services of the islative Reference Library and 
the knowledge that the problems of today are as difficult if not 
more difficult than any encountered before, place a dual burden 
on the staff of the library. In a very real sense we appreciate 
that such effectiveness as we are able to muster comes not from 
the magic of tradition of this institution but from the emulation 
of the example of hard work and constant alertness to the problems 
of the state and their solution which characterized those who 
built the strong foundations for the institution which we now 
serve, 


The Genesis of the Legislative Reference Library 





At the turn of the century the valuable collections of the 
Wisconsin Historical Society were moved from the capitol to the 
university campus. This created a void for those members of the 
oe who desired to secure information concerning legis- 
lation contemplated or proposed, and accentuated the growin 
feeling on the part of some that members of the legislature should 
have, readily available, a small collection of usable materials 
during legislative sessions. The absence of such basic materials 
and the lack of personnel to help the legislators through the 
difficult task of using such materials were very evident. 


The first concrete proposal for implementing the idea that 
materials should be made available for legislators was made by 
Frank Hutchins, then secretary of the Free Library Commission, 
Partly because of his connection with the move and partly because 
of the nature of the work of the Commission, the function of pro- 


viding a “small working library" for the legislators during the 
session was assigned to the agency of which he was secretary. 
Backed by Senator Stout, who introduced the Heh oa jn the legis- 
4 provision was made for the service w 

sumed to 


th what was then pre- 
be‘clerical assistance, 
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It soon became evident that Dr. Charles McCarthy, who was 
chosen as the "clerical assistance," had no intention of remaining 
in a strictly clerical mete: tradition tends to emphasize the 
responsibili of Dr. McCarthy, the first chief, for the idea 
which resulted in the establishment of the Legislative Reference 
Library, but the evidence indicates that his real contribution lay 
in the vigor with which he sold the idea and developed the agency 
once it had been established. An outstanding student and athlete 
at Brown University and equally outstanding as a graduate student 
at the University of Wisconsin, McCarthy with his dynamic person- 
ality, his host of ideas, his strong convictions regarding the val- 
ue of the service and the manifest destiny of Wisconsin as a state, 
soon became a leader. In fact there were times when it appeared to 
some that he and his "bill factory" were usurping the prerogatives 
of the legislators. Few if any who exposed emselves to his 
eebanggigy + Po were able to withstand the strength of his inspira- 

ion, At least one governor, an avowed advocate of the abolition 
of the agency during his campaign, lived to see the day when he 
would use the facilities. . 


In 1906 erosions before the National Association of State 
Libraries, Mctar hy said: “As to our own department in Wisconsin, 
I do not want you to go away from here today with the impression 
that we are reformers, that we are trying to influence our legis- 
lators in any way, that we are upon one side or another upon any 
eed or that we are for or against somebody or something. 

e are just merely a business branch of the government. I do not 
want you, either, to go away today thinking that we are dictating 
on on. We are not, We are merely servants of the good, 
able and honest legislators of our state. We are merely clerks 
to gather and index and put together the information that these 
busy men desire...." 


Characteristic of this man who formulated much of the basic 
doctrine which still guides the library was the following state- 
ment attributed to him. It appears, in his memory, on a plaque 
which occupies a privileged position on the wall of the Assembly 
Chamber: "The kindly people of the state stretched out welcoming 
hands and gave me a man's work to do." 


Started as a modest effort to provide some information for 
the legislature during the session, the concept expanded. Soon 
Dr. McCarthy was not only providing the members with material 
during the session, but was making packets of material on specific 
subjects available to them —— the interim period and preparin 
printed pamphlets on specific subjects. It was only natural tha 
out of the discussions of what might be done should. come requests 
that the libr prepare drafts of possible legislation. Within 
a few years after the establishment of the agency, bill drafting 
became a regular function of the library. 


Much of the ear plan of procedure established by Dr. 
McCarthy, which has continued to this very time, is revealed in 
the following statement: "A plan was devised which has been since 
carried out as far as the resources given by the legislature would 
permit. We found that there was no cooperation between the dif- 
ferent states of this Union on the matter of getting the history 
of legislation, We found that there was a constant demand for a 
history of what had occurred in Europe or in any state of the Union, 
upon a certain subject of interest to the people of this state. 
We tried to supply this demand by getting such indexes of up-to- 
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date legislation as were published, by a the bills from 
other states as well as the documents explanatory of legislative 
movements in other states, and arranging these under the subjects 
so they would be immediately at the service of all who desired to 
see them, We soon found that even this material did not solve the 
rage We found it necessary to clip novapegers from all over 
he country and to put the clippings in book form, to index them 
—t and to put them also with the subjects. We went over 
our own bills and carefully indexed them back for four sessions 
and by noting the subjects which were contained in those bills 
we anticipated the problems with which the legislature had to 
grapple. These problems or epecses subjects we carefully worked 
up through the most minute detail, It was comparatively easy to 

et laws and court cases, but it was a far harder job to find how 
hose laws were administered and to find the weaknesses in them 
and to note as far as possible how they could be adapted to our 


use here, "# 
The Guiding Principles 
Underlying the Operations oF the Library 


The operations of the Legislative Reference Library are 
based on four principles, vulval during the first half century of 
its existence, In part these principles grew out of practice; in 
part they were consciously established, 


Basic to the operation of the Legislative Reference Library 
is the principle service. The members of the staff are 
schooled to extend themselves to assist all patrons. The library 
is open for longer hours than more state departments, The ma- 
terials are cataloged in extreme detail to permit the most effec- 
tive use of the available materials and to assure finding some- 
thing on most subjects in a matter of minutes. Effort is made to 
acquaint the personnel with all materials as they are received so 
that each person will develop an ever-expanding knowledge of the 
available resources, Only a relatively small portion of the col- 
lection is restricted to use in the library only. Every effort is 
made to have the materials used. If we were confronted with the 
alternative of restricting the use of certain materials in order 
to preserve them or making the materials available with the know- 
man, that some would become worn and others would be lost, we 
would, without hesitation, choose the latter course, 


_ The second principle which guides the operation of the Legis- 
lative Reference Library is that the facilities are available to 
all who would use them, Because the library was established as 
a service agency for the legislature, legislators have a priority 
in the use of the materials and services, The services are avail- 
able to all legislators without regard to seniority or party 
affiliation, The services are not restricted to Yegisiators, 
however, but are open to all, and the effort to provide information 
to all who request it is reflected in the number of out-of-state 
and foreign requests which are answered, The services are not 
confined to adults, Working on the assumption that an enlightened 
citizenry is essential in a democracy, special attention is given 
to the requests of school children and college students. While we 
draw the line at writing themes and term papers for students, 





*#Legislative Reference Work, Wisconsin Library Bulletin, 
July-August, 1906, p. 54, 
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basic information which may be used for such purposes is provided. 


The third principle which guides the activities of the Legis- 
lative Reference Library is that all requests are treated as con- 
fidential, This is particularly important in the case of legisla- 
tors who may desire to choose their own time for divulging matters 
in which t °y are interested. In all cases, however, the source 
of a request is never revealed without permission, Obviously it 
is frequently necessary to indicate the nature of a request in 
order to secure information, but the names of requestors are not 
given unless specific authority is provided. Extreme caution is 
exercised in connection with bill drafting in this regard, and 
the existence of a request for a bill or the name of the requestor 
is divulged only upon personal or written permission prior to the 
time a bill is actually introduced in the legislature. 


The fourth and final principle followed by the Legislative 
Reference Library is that the library provides information but 
does not advocate. This is in accordance with the statement made 
by Dr. McCarthy in 1906, We seek to collect materials on all 
sides of questions, and unless the patron desires information for 
the express purpose of supporting one side of an issue, materials 
on all sides are made available. This principle not only affects 
the relation of staff to patron, but necessitates that great care 
be used in procuring materials on all sides of important issues, 


Organization of the Reference Library 





The Legislative Reference Library was created as, and still 
is, a division of the Free Library Commission. Its budget and 
major policies are approved by the members of the commission and 
its chief is selected by them. Since the establishment of the 
library, however, it has had a great deal of autonomy in its 
operations, Aside from the normal housekeeping functions of pay- 
roll, and tage which pass through the commission's office, 
and the approval of its major policies and budget by the commis- 
sion, the major relationship between the Legislative Reference 
Library and its — organization lies in the evolution of co- 
ordinated activities aimed at the common goal of providing in- 
formation to a broader segment of the state's citizenry. 


All of the personnel of the reference library are under the 
merit system, This is true of the additional employees selected 
during the legislative session as well as of the permanent em- 
Ployees. The permanent staff consists of fourteen people, almost 
evenly divided between professional and clerical staff, 


The small and compact nature of the organization, the low 
rate of turnover, and the overlapping of duties make the organi- 
zation very fluid, Librarians are called upon to do reference 
work; research people are called upon to do library work, and 
clerical people are called upon to assist in library work, Vir- 
tually every member of the staff has some part in the preparation 
of the copy of the Blue Book, 


The chief exercises some supervision over all personnel, ap- 
proves all but routine activities and assumes the responsibility 
for —s ent ad decisions, The immediate supervision which keeps 
the work flowing is exercised by two subordinates, one of whom is 
responsible for the housekeeping and clerical functions and the 
other for the library and research activities, As the personnel 














is shifted, the supervision likewise shifts. Assured that the 
flow of work will continue under the immediate supervision of the 
high level subordinates, the chief is free to devote his attention 
to major policy matters, research work, and public relations 
activities in the sense of meeting and discussing problems with 
committees, individual legislators and other citizens, 


On paper, the organization is divided into four units: the 
library, research work, bill drafting, and clerical and adminis- 
trative, In fact these divisions are functional rather than or- 

anizational because the personnel flow from one to the other as 
he need arises. 


The work of maintaining the library collection is assigned to 
three employees with part-time assistance, a Librarian III, a 
Librarian I and a library assistant, who order, receive, classify, 
pba and file some 2,500 new items a year in addition to more 
than 4,000 news clippings, They also cull the collection from 
time to time to keep its limits down and to extract materials 
which experience has shown are nc longer used, Except for certain 
documentary collections and the clipping files, no effort is made 
to keep materials solely because they have potential historical 
value except in the special fields of interest. Only the materials 
needed for a small working library are kept. 


The reference and research staff consists of three Research 
Associates I and one Bill Draftsman I, Their functions are to 
answer personal and telephone requests for information and to con- 
duct the necessary study to reply te written requests. Their work 
varies from questions which require only a minute to answer to 
questions which require weeks of research, It may also vary from 
making a book or report available to a patron, to digesting many 
hundreds of pages. Each is assigned one or more newspapers to 
read for clipping purposes, The product of their work may be a 
verbal or telephone reply, a letter of explanation, or an informal 
or formal written report, 


During the interim period, the administrative and clerical 
staff consists of six people. One is a Clerk I who clips. the 
newspapers and periodicals and mounts them on uniform sized pieces 
of cardboard. This member of the staff is actually under the 
jurisdiction of the library section, but works with the clerical 
staff. Two Stenographers tr devote virtually full time to the 
typing of the vo nous correspondence, preparation of reports 
preparation of Blue Book copy for the printer, the cutti oO 
stencils, and similar clerical duties. By reason of their diver- 
sified work, they are required to understand a variety of dif- 
ferent rules for organization, capitalization, and other pro- 
cedures so their work is by no means routine, One Clerk [III 
carries out a variety of duties such as preparing dummy for the 
Blue Book, ordering bulletins and pamphlets, performing the 
mechanical processes in connection with cataloging and assisting 
in the maintenance of the record system during the bill draftin 
period, One stock clerk is responsible for procuring supplies an 
maintaining the stock room, filing library materials and handling 
the mail. An Administrative Assistant I is responsible for the 
personnel records, payroll and accounting procedures, as well as 
the supervision of the clerical personnel, 


During the legislative session the staff is augmented by four 
full-time bill draftsmen who are trained lawyers. Their task is 
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to receive requests for drafts from eet and others, and to 
draft bills, resolutions, joint resolutions and amendments thereto 
in accordance with the requests. The clerical staff is expanded 
to include three additional Typists II, two proofreaders who read 
all drafts for clerical and procedural errors, and additional 
part-time clerical help to maintain the bill drafting office after 
regular hours whenever the legislators are in the city, During 
the session a very large — of the typists' time is devo- 
ted to typing the seven copies of the 4,000 or more legislative 
proposals which emanate from this office, 


The tempo of the entire organization increases during legis~ 
lative sessions. Not only must the literally thousands of pages 
of bills be prepared and typed, but the library staff must answer 
an increased number of requests by the legislators, Immediately 
prior to the daily legislative session the ae ge is exceedingly 
great, and it is not until late afternoon that the pressure reall 
subsides, For many years the evening hours were also crowded, bu 
during the 1951 session the evenings were very quiet. 


The physical arrangements for the library are very desirable. 
It is located in the north wing of the capitol close to the legis- 
lature. The facilities consist of three small and one large 
office, a large readi room, and four floors of stacks, The 
reading room houses facilities for the use of patrons as well as 
the desks of the research and library staff. small office for 
cataloging is located adjacent to the reading room and the stacks. 
The remaining portions of the facilities are near the reading 
room. During the session provision for the bill draftsmen and the 
entire clerical staff is made in this area. Recently innovations 
have been planned to permit greater privacy for the fi1l draftsmen 
and easier access for legislators who seelre to pick up completed 
materials during the legislative session, 


The arrangement of the stacks is dictated by the available 
facilities which consist of metal shelves, The first two floors 
are devoted to the regular collection, The third floor contains 
the Wisconsin state documents, and the fourth floor is used for 
overflow from the regular collection and materials which are used 
less frequently, The books, pamphlets, clippings are interfiled, 
and wooden boxes are used to file many of the a and clip- 
pings which other libraries might place in vertical files, 


The Services Performed 


The Reference Collection 








An up-to-date, complete library of materials, organized so 
that it may be readily used and designed to provide information 
regarding the many current and potential problems confronting the 
state, is the core of the Legislative Reference Library. This 
collection consists of Wisconsin state documents, federal docu- 
ments, basic reference works, books, pamphlets, reports, ephemeral 
materials and clippings. 


The Wisconsin state documents consist of copies of virtually 
all session laws and revised statutes since the beginnings of the 
state, bound volumes of bills since 1899, bound volumes of the 
legislative journals since 1848, copies of virtually all Wisconsin 
Blue Books, departmental reports, legislative committee reports 
and special reports dating from the beginning of statehood or be- 
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fore. 


No effort is made to maintain a complete file of federal 
government documents because the Wisconsin Historical Society, 
which is located only eight blocks away, maintains a complete col- 
lection as a federal depository, The basic federal documents in- 
clude the recent census reports, the Congressional Record and 
federal bills and committee reports dealing with problems of 
specific interest, The current volumes of periodic agency reports 
and all special reports on subjects of interest in Wisconsin are 
also maintained, 


A group of basic reference works such as the Encyclopaedia of 
the Social Sciences, several segs onzeiearee the World 
Almanac, the Statistical Abstract, Who's o in America, and 
other publications of concern to Wisconsin are maintained for 
ready reference in the reading room, 


Experience indicates that the eeoenees basic reference works 
are most frequently used by the iibrary staff: 


1. Book of the States 

2. Congressional Directory 

3. Encyclopaedia 

4, Statistical Abstract 

5. U. S. Government Organization Manual 
6. U. S. Census Publications 

7. Who's Who in America 

8. Wisconsin: A Guide to the Badger State 
9, Wisconsin Annotations 
10, Wisconsin Blue Books 
11. Wisconsin Bound Legislative Bills 
12, Wisconsin Legislative Journals 
13, Wisconsin Session Laws 
14. Wisconsin Statutes 
15, World Almanac 


The collection of books maintained by the library is exceed- 
ingly small, for several reasons, The materials nag re- 
quired of the library do not appear in books, By the time books 
are published the materials are somewhat old, Books frequently 
are too broad and general in their approach to answer the specific 
questions received, and books are expensive. Certain basic texts 
such as Ogg and Ray's Introduction to American Government, Harold 
Groves' text on taxation, and several basic reference works in the 
field of state government, personnel, public administration, and 
legislation are kept as general references, 


The bulk of the library collection is made up ot periodic and 
special reports from regular and special agencies on particular 
sub jects. n the field of drivers' licenses, for example, the 
materials might contain the text of the drivers' license laws of 
several states, the reports of the governmental agencies concerned 
with the enforcement of the provisions of such laws, the special 
reports made by interim legislative committees established to 
study the question, and reports of studies made bynon-governmental 
or quasi-governmental agencies, This portion of the collection 
also contains the so-called ephemeral materials which consist of 
typewritten reports of general value which were prepared by the 
staff originally in response to a particular request or in antici- 
pation of such requests. 
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tne second major portion of the library collection is com- 
posed of the omens files concerning which more will be said 
dater. Suffice to say here that classified by subject, these 
items constitute a very valuable source of information. They may 
be related to a specific date, They frequently provide information 
which never finds its way into the more formal reporting processes. 
They are adapted to the preservation of a few pertinent paragraphs 
or pages extracted from a volume which in its entirety would use 
up a great deal of space in the limited stack space. 


All of this material is geared to the general program of pro- 
curing items which will have value in providing information about 
problems of Wisconsin. ete | a great deal of judgment is in- 
volved in determining what is of value to Wisconsin. How this is 
done will be treated under the selection of materials. 


It may be well to indicate in general what is not included 
in the collection, We are not interested in problems which have 
no conceivable bearing on Wisconsin, Irrigation for citrus fruits, 
regulation of federal grazing land and rice culture, for instance, 
are subjects which have no bearing on the Wisconsin picture. We 
do not duplicate costly publications such as the statutes of the 
federal government or other states or the printed decisions of the 
courts of other states or the federal government because they are 
available in the State Law Library or elsewhere. 


In general all materials may be borrowed and taken from the 
jibrary. The basic reference works, the bound volumes of the 
bills from 1899 and the clipping files are about the only items 
which must be used in the library. 


Indices 


Among the services rendered by the Legislative Reference Li- 
brary is the maintenance of a series of indices. The most volu- 
minous of this series is the index to bills and joint resolutions 
introduced in the Wisconsin legislature since 1899, Through the 
use of this index it is possible to identify each proposal on a 
particular subject which has been introduced since 1899, and 
whether or not it was enacted into law. 


A similar index to private and local laws enacted between 
1836 and 1927 is maintained. This index is arranged by political 
subdivisions in the case of local laws and subject in the case of 
private laws. It is exceedingly valuable because of the diffi- 
culty of tracing such legislation in other manners because these 
laws do not age in the statutes but only in the session laws. 
This difficulty is illustrated by the laws relating to the juris- 
diction of statuto courts, Prior to 1951, in order to get the 
complete picture of the jurisdiction of any statutory court, it 
was necessary to trace the particular court through the successive 
session laws since its creation. The 1951 legislature, however, 
enacted provisions making the compilation of the existing statutes 
relating to these courts contained in the 1950 Wisconsin Annota- 
tions of the law so that it is now necessary only to read the text 
in the 1950 Annotations and subsequent session laws to bring the 
court jurisdiction up to date, 


The drafting files are never destroyed. An index to them by 
the chapters involved is maintained through 1949, Beginning in 
1951 this information is attached to the file on the chapter, 
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The Revisor of Statutes prepares an index to the statutory 
sections affected by the laws of each session which index is in- 
corporated as special in the session laws. It frequently happens 
that patrons desire to know when and what was done to change a 
particular section of the statutes and this index facilitates the 
search for that information, During the session the index is 
developed on a cumulative basis, and a copy of it as developed is 
available in this office, 


The library also maintains an index to all state documents 
which includes the periodic and special reports of agencies and 
the published reports of legislative committees. This index which 
is kept up to date includes some items issued as a as the 
territorial days. It is set up by author. A subject index for 
the period from 1904 to 1914 also exists. 


A subject index to governors' messages from 1848 to date is 
maintained. An index by session and by subject to the pertinent 
special items contained in the legislative journals from the 
period 1848-1923 is also available. 


A subject index to articles of general interest in the Blue 
Book since 1921 is maintained. This is included in each edition 
of the Blue Book with the material brought up to date. 


Bill Drafting 


One of the best known services of the Legislative Reference 
Library is that of bill drafting, available without cost to all 
members of the legislature, legislative committees, the Legislative 
Council, administrative departments, and, upon request of a legis- 
lator, to individual citizens. is confidential service is 
available not only during the session but throughout the interim 
period. More than 4,000 requests for drafts of bills, resolutions 
and a resolutions and amendments and substitute amendments 
thereto were processed before and during the 1951 session and in 
many sessions the number of requests has been greater. More than 
98 per cent of all bills introduced in the 1949 session were 
drafted or checked by the library's draftsmen. 





Neither the author of a legislative request nor the contents 
of such a request are divulged by the library until either the 
measure has been introduced or the session has_ ended. After 
either the introduction of the measure or the end of the session, 
the files accumulated in the process of ——. are available for 
inspection in the office of the Legislative Reference Library. 
They are never destroyed. These files for the period 1927 to 1945 
are oe by request number which are cross-indexed to bills 
through bound volumes of the bills. The files subsequent to 1945 
are arranged by chapter and bill number, thereby eliminating the 
need for an index, An index to the chapters enacted containing 
the drafting file number, the encew and other pertinent in- 
formation is maintained through 949. Beginning in 1951 this in- 
formation was attached to the file on the chapters. This infor- 
mation is used to determine the intent of eg ome or the 
names of sponsors. These files may be used in the library only. 


It is a well-established principle that each bill is pre- 
pared in accordance with the opeceees wishes of the legislator re- 
serene 2 Each bill is tailor-made to meet the requirements of 

he legislator, If the legislator's instructions are explicit, 








60 


they are followed in detail. If on the other hand, as often 
happens, the legislator provides only a general idea of what he 
wants, the draftsman prepares the draft in accordance with the 
procedural manual adopted by the library and the knowledge he has 
acquired through experience, when the draft is completed, it 
is submitted to the requestor who reads it and returns it with 
suggestions for revision. It may take several revisions to bring 
the bill in line with the requestor's wishes, Ultimately, however, 
an acceptable draft is completed and prepared for introduction. 


To the average person the mechanics of bill drafting may ap- 

pear to be simple. In reality they are very complex. Because 
isconsin has a continuous revision of the statutes, the on 

state in the Union to do that, each general law must be adapted to 
inclusion in the statutes by relating it to the specific sections 
affected, Seven cepa of each proposal must be by in accor- 
dance with a specific form. Copies of the bill must be covered 
and inserted ina poeperdy labeled envelope. Care must be taken 
that the bill is deliver to the requestor and not to some un- 
authorized person, Sometimes these things must be done under tre- 
mendous pressure, 


The work of the session is strenuous, but it is also excit 
and interesting. Although all of us are glad when the session is 
over, ina short time we are planning how to improve the work 
during the next session. 


Reference Work 


The maintenance of an extensive library would be of no value 
unless its contents were used. The value of voluminous collections 
lies in the extent to which the legislators in particular and the 
public in general use the facilities. 


To some errs patrons are satisfied by having the materials 
made available to them for their own study. The task of the staff 

en consists merely of making certain that all the material per- 
taining to the subject is uncovered. These patrons may study the 
materials at tables provided in the reading room or may charge out 
the materials for perusal at their leisure, 





More often than not, however, the requestor desires a speci- 
fic answer which requires that the reference worker make a séarch 
for materials. Such requests may be by telephone or in person, 
Most of the routine telephone requests are handled by one person. 
but any member of the staff may receive such requests. 


The third type of requests, received by mail, may ask for 
copies of documents, the wording of statutes or the answer to _ 
of a limitless number of = ons, The classic general reques 
which is received periodicaily is worded , something like this, 
"Please send me everything you have on Wisconsin. Actually, 
there is little pattern to the requests, but during the legis- 
lative sessions many patrons ask for copies of bills or acts or 
the status of specific emg Shortly after school begins 
in the fall, there is a deluge of requests for pictorial materials 


on the state. We are almost certain to get some requests for in- 
formation every time a very important new development reaches the 
press. The St, Lawrence waterway, capital punishment, reappor- 
tionment, all were topics of interest after they were played up 
in the newspapers and on the radio, 
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How are such written requests handled? Each request is 
assigned to a specific person, Work load is generally the deter- 
mining factor in eon a who gets which assignments, but to some 
degree assignments tend to gravitate to the people who have done 
previous work on the same general subject. If the staff were 
larger, more of this specializing would probably be done. 


After the material necessary to answer the request has been 
collected, the staff member determines how the rears will be made. 
It may be made by means of a letter incorporating the answer, It 
may be done by an informal statement of a few pages accompanied by 
a covering letter. It may be done by the preparation of a rather 
extensive report, It may be done by submitting some loan materials, 
an informal summary and a covering letter. Much of the information 
used in answering reference requests is procured from other state 
agencies, -Every item eres by the staff in rely to questions 
must carry the name of the Legislative Reference Library and the 
date. This is done to identify the material. 


There are certain recurring requests which may be antici- 
pated. With that in mind the staff every two years brings up to 
date the material on fifty or more replies to recurring questions, 


The state of Wisconsin lacks a central information clearing- 
house, Requests similar to those which we receive are also re- 
ceived in several other state agencies. The Traveling mae ed 
the Secretary of State, the Bureau of Purchases, the chief clerks 
of both houses of the Legislature, the Department of Public 
Instruction, the Historical Library are but a few of the agencies 
to which similar questions are directed. Some of the questions 
filter to us, and in some cases we direct the questions to other 
state agencies. 


Research 


Probably the least well-developed aspect of the work of the 
Legislative Reference Library is that of research, While this 
=" is prepared to expend millions and even billions of dol- 
lars in long-range studies in the fields of phosteat and natural 
sciences to — such important things as the A-bomb, aviation, 
cures for disease and new foods, we are inclined not only to ex- 
pend relatively small amounts for research in the social sciences 
and problems of government, but also to expect that the conclusions 
of such research shall be forthcoming in a matter of months if not 
weeks, ee research projects require time and personnel with 
both a f of information and an insatiable desire and ability to 
dig for the facts. 


The organization necessary for the conduct of a full-blown 
regeeres Bowes is considered a long-range project which is grad- 
ually taking shape. The form it takes is in a large measure de- 
pendent upon the way the existing legislative service agencies 
develop. Recognition of. the need is developing fast, but the 
method of carrying it out is still rather nebulous. Among other 
things a long-dormant policy of drawing upon the University for 
subject-matter experts seems to be reviving. 


_The guiding principle that the Legislative Reference Library 
studies are factual applies to research studies. The Legislative 
Council, which goes La bore this to the point of eeeeeenenn 
farms out some of its basic studies to the library. Through the 
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Council we have been assigned to do the onier basic otaty on re- 
apportionment, which was completed in 1950; the manual for new 
legislators of the same year, and we are currently engaged in 
studies relating to licensing by the state, claims against the 
state, and certain problems relating to highway safety. 


During the interim period between sessions, study groups are 
normally appointed by the legislature to study specific problems 
and to report to the ensuing legislature. Since 1947 almostall 
such study groupe have been under the general supervision of the 
Legislative Council. Most such groups issue reports, and many of 
these reports are of value to local civic organizations interested 
in the problems of the state. 


It goes without saying that it is impossible to predict the 
interest which will develop regarding these reports. Therefore it 
is impossible to predict how many copies should be prepared. It 
is so true that if substantial interest is shown, it is gener- 
ally impossible to sufficient copies to make them avail- 
able to each person desiring to study the Sega For that rea- 
son the Legislative Reference Library has the policy of securing 
a substantial number of copies of the reports of such committees 
to use for loan purposes. It is therefore possible for public 
libraries to borrow such reports for limited periods of time. 


Editing the Blue Book 


One of the major tasks of the Legislative Reference Library 
is that of editing the Wisconsin Blue Book, the biennial official 
manual of the state, The library is by statute required to pro- 
vide the printer with copy for approximately 800 pages of text 
material by January of each even-numbered year, The task of 
socqueis the material is a never-ending one, “re after the 
1952 edition comes off the press in August, the job of compiling 
the statistics of the 1952 primary election for e 1954 volume, 
will begin, Long before the 1952 edition is completed, tentative 
plans for the next edition will be under way. 





A major task is keeping the material up-to-date and accurate, 
Each legislative session results in some revisions in the organi- 
zation of state government which necessitate some changes in text, 
Many of the changes are not consummated yg tae | or they are 
carried out within the statutory provisions, and it is necessary 
to be alert to them when they occur, : 


The text of the Blue Book is, to some degree, standardized 
because of three or provisions which limit it to approxi- 
mately 800 pages and require that the same general types of ma- 
terial be included, and that it be adapted for use by school chil- 
dren, Within these limitations, considerable freedom exists. 


The book is divided into sections. These include a section 
containing pictures and Biogrenates of Wisconsin's representatives 
n Congress and state constitutional officers, pictures and bio- 


graphies of Wisconsin state legislators, brief descriptions of 
state administrative departments, a section on the legislature, a 
section on the courts, detailed breakdowns of election statistics 
for the past two years, a group of miscellaneous data, the text of 
the Wisconsin Constitution brought up to date, and a major article 
of general interest. These sections always appear in the same 
sequence, 
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The Blue Book is a volume which has more than passing value. 
It is used frequently as a source of information regarding com- 
parative election data. It is used as a device for determining 
when an agency was created or abolished, or when a function was 
added by a department. It is used to determine when a particular 
individual was a member of a state board or commission or held an 
elective office, The articles of general interest become signifi- 
cant resume’s of the status of various aspects of Wisconsin life at 
2, ee time. In our opinion the Blue Book should never be 

iscarded,. 


In editing the 1952 edition of the Blue Book a conscious ef- 
fort was made to make the volume an increasingly valuable source 
of reference. A well-known Wisconsin artist was commissioned to 
geerere a frontispiece, incorporating the various symbols of 

isconsin, in colors. The result is a typical Wisconsin pastoral 
scene with the state tree, flower, bird, flag, seal, coat of arms, 
motto and nickname imposed upon it, The general article called 
"The Community of Governments in Wisconsin" brings together a 
discussion of the state, county, city, village, town and _ special 
district governments of Wisconsin, the Sisesti ween section has 
been expanded to include more than forty pages of general statis- 
tics about Wisconsin, such as the vitad statistics for the past 
ten years, the public school enrollment for the past five years, 
Wisconsin's agricultural production, the major industries of the 
state, lists of airports, radio stations, hospitals, data on 
2 mg utilities, conservation, welfare institutions and other 

tems which ought to answer a great many questions put to the 
reference sections of the public libraries. 


The Blue Book is not a static thing. In these days when an 
understanding of democratic government is increasingly essential, 
it can and should be a device for the improvement of the citizen's 
understanding of Wisconsin, It is our purpose to make the Blue 
Book an increasingly valuable device for both the adult and 
school child by which they may learn much about the governmental 
organizations oF which they are a part. 


The Blue Book is distributed in accordance with section 
35.84 of the statutes, Distribution is made by the Bureau of 
Purchases, Each legislator is allotted a certain number of copies. 
Other copies go to various local officials, to the schools, and to 
the public libraries. Copies may also be purchased from the 
Bureau of Purchases, 


Manual for Organization of Legislative Documents 


Under sections 35.83 and 35.84 (19) of the statutes, any 
public library with at least 1,000 volumes in its collection is 
eligible to receive the legislative documents during the session, 
These documents include copies of the bills and joint resolutions 
introduced and the amendments thereto, the daily Journals of both 
houses, the weekly Bulletin of Proceedings which gives the 
cumulative status of each measure before the legislature, the 
weekly Bulletin of Hearings which lists the public hearings tobe 
held rege. the following week, and the acts as enacted. Im ac- 
cordance with a resolution adopted by the 1951 legislature, the 
Legislative Reference Library will release a bulletin to the pub- 
lic libraries explaining some of the procedures which may be fol- 
lowed in organizing this material so that it is most effective. 
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Many libraries may feel that the acceptance of these docu- 
ments and the filing of the materials in workable order are not 
worth the effort because it is a major task and must be kept up- 
to-date to be of value. Such libraries may secure the weekly 
Bulletin of Proceedings in lieu of the other materials. This bul- 
letin makes it possible to determine the status of legislation each 
week, Because it is indexed by subject and author it is also pos- 
sible to use it to determine if proposals dealing with particular 
subjects have been introduced and if so, by whom, Having that in- 
formation, specific legislation in which patrons may be interested 
may be ordered, 


It should be noted, parenthetically, that the libraries will 
be requested to submit their applications for these documents to 
the Secretary of the Free Library Commission in advance of the 
session, This will expedite the process because the mailing rooms 
of the two houses do not maintain a staff in advance of the session. 
A deadline has been set for the submission of such orders because 
it is physically impossible for the staff of the legislative mail- 
ing rooms to begin the complete service after the session is well 
under way. 


These documents, which are provided free to yes re public 

libraries, may also be purchased by others for a fee of thirty-five 

dollars, Libraries which have no demand for the information can 

aneret = keeping down the costs of government by not applying for 
e service. 


If, during the session, a library has a request for specific 
bills or for information regarding the status of legislation, this 
information may be secured through the chief clerk of the proper 
house or the Legislative Reference Library, The library maintains 
a file of all bills, amendments and acts, but where a substantial 
number of copies of a. proposal is desired, application should be 
made directly to the chief clerk, 


In the interim period between sessions, copies of bills from 
prior sessions, acts, histories of bills, and similar information 
may be secured from the Legislative Reference Library, Certified 
copies of legislation may be secured from the Secretary of State 
for a‘fee oF twenty-five cents for the certification, plus ten 
cents a folio for the text of the measure, 


The Techniques of the Legislative Reference Library 





The Selection of Materials 


It should be obvious that the value of the library collection 
depends upon the selection of materials. The amount of material 
suitable for inclusion in such a collection as that maintained by 
the Legislative Reference Library is tremendous. The sheer in- 
crease in the number of government agencies reporting their activ~- 
ities accounts for a substantial rise in the materials available, 
More study and research into the social, economic and political 
problems of the country also tend to increase the volume of materi- 
als. A rising appreciation of the value of reporting to the public 
or to special groups further stimulates the output, 





On the other hand, various practical considerations limit the 
amount of material which “| be selected, Space is an important 
factor, With the present facilities, continued acquisition without 
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culling is impossible. Finances are a factor. A relatively small 
budget is allotted for the purchase of materials. Traditionally 
the library has depended upon free distribution for much of its 
materials. As more and more agencies distribute their publica- 
tions on a fee basis, more money is required or more manipulations 
must be engaged in to secure free copies. To some extent this 
problem has been met by making copies of our studies available on 
an exchange basis. This alternative is not done with cost. A 
small staff is a further factor which limits the selection of ma- 
terial. While all members of the staff are alerted to watch for 
materials of interest, their other duties and their gradual de- 
velopment of special areas of competence, limit the time they may 
> og searching for new materials, Any appreciable addition to 
the volume of materials now acquired would bog down the librar 

staff, require additional staff or necessitate short-cuts whic 

might drastically reduce the effectiveness of the collection. 


Important to the selection of materials is an alert staff 
which senses the existing and emerging problems and watches for 
materials on related subjects. Carried to its logical conclusion, 
this necessitates that the staff be kept informed of developments. 
To an increasing degree the employees are requested to express 
opinions regarding the value of materials and to suggest new prob- 
lems which their work or observations indicate are arising. 


The major portion of the materials selected is gleaned from 
the established checklists. Considerable use is made of the 
Bulletin of the Public Affairs Information Service, Recent 
Checklist of State Publications put out by the Joint Reference 
Library, The California Public Survey, the Library of Congress 
Checklist of State Publications and the magazine State Government, 


The search for new and worth-while material is, however, a 
never-ending one which may produce results from the most unexpected 
sources, Much material is discovered by a careful perusal of the 
ty Dem from watching the presentations before committees of 
the Legislative Council where individuals frequently provide per- 
tinent materials to support their statements, from discussions 
with individuals and from specific requests and recommendations of 
patrons. The final decision regar ing the suitability of the 
material rests with the supervisor of the library and the chief. 


Although the selection of materials is a continuous process, 
annually a group of books is selected as basic, This list nor- 
mally includes from 15 to 20 books and involves an annual cost of 
less than $100, The list is accumulated during the year from book 
notices, suggestions of patrons and other sources of information, 


The Acquisition of Materials 





As is well known to every librarian, the process of ordering 
materials is not precisely a routine and repetitive clerical task, 
This is especially true of the Legislative Reference Library be- 
cause of the wide variety of sources and types of material. 


The annual book order is a simple process which follows the 
regular procedure, Individual reports, however, create many prob- 
lems, The ordering clerk has to differentiate between! official 
and non-official publications, Many publications may be secured 
from two or more agencies, and the decision must be made as_ to 
which is more likely to respond. Every effort is made to secure 
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publications without cost. This may require the use of some re- 
sourcefulness as well as highly selective sources. Many agencies 
in other states which might be presumed to supply us because 
similar agencies in Wisconsin provide such material, do not ac- 
tually provide the service, and other sources must be unearthed. 


Approximately 3,000 ae Br for publications are sent out by 
postcard each —_. Not ali of them elicit replies, but approxi- 
mately 2,400 pieces of such material are cataloged each year. 


The specific task of ordering materials is carried out almost 
ger ig, by one member of the staff. A mimeographed postcard 
is used. the publication must be purchased, a voucher is com- 
pleted, and the normal purchasing process is followed. The usual 
—" coupons are used for the purchase of such federal 

ocuments which, as a last resort, must be purchased. 


By statute we receive three copies of each official Wisconsin 
departmental publication and a varying number of legislative pub- 
lications, Additional copies of many of these official documents 
are procured to enhance circulation, and because experience has 
shown that our agency often becomes the only source for "loan 
copies" several years after the publication has been released. 


It should be pointed out that we automatically receive much 
material from agencies of similar nature in other states. In some 
cases we have been on mailing lists for many years. Some material 
is received by reason of membership in certain professional or- 
ganizations, 


It may be well to note that we do not acquire costlymaterials 
duplicated elsewhere and materials normally foreign to our in- 
terests, Where necessary, such materials are borrowed from other 
sources, 


Where possible, several copies are acquired in order to per- 
mit broader circulation, As many as 15 copies of special reports 
of Wisconsin state agencies are acquired. One copy of such re- 
ports goes to the state document files and as many as are required 
are placed in the general files. If the demand is great, more 
copies are placed there. The reserve is retained to replace worn 
or lost copies, 


The Classification System 


The Legislative Reference Library utilizes a modified Dewey 
Decimal System for the classification of all material except the 
session laws, statutes, bound volumes of bills, legislative jour- 
nals, state documents and Blue Books where the chronological or 
author sequence eliminates the necessity of classification. 





Because much of the material is concentrated in a relativel 
few classification numbers, largely in the 300's, and because oF 
the need for detailed breakdown of subject matter, the classifi- 
cation system deviates from the Dewey System in the greater use of 
decimal numbers. We may have several thousand items dealing with 
ublic finance, and in order to find something on the income tax 
in Illinois quickly it is necessary to break down the classifi- 
cation in considerable detail to permit the identification of the 
particular section dealing with the specific subject desired, 
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Just how this system is organized can best be illustrated by 
an example, Let us take the major classification of "Public 
Finance" which carries the classification number 336. 


It is necessary to divide into a series of more detailed sub- 
jects so the following subdivisions, among others, are created: 


336 
Finance 
336.1 336.2 336.3 336.4 
State Finance Taxation Debts, Public Public Lands 


Each of these subdivisions in turn covers a large amount of 
oe and for that reason they must each be subdivided further. 
e 


we take 336.2, Taxation, it will illustrate the further break- 
own, 
336.2 
Taxation 
336,212 336.22 336,23 336,24 336.25 
Exemptions Real Personal Income Inheritance 
sat ad tis aad Tax Tax 
ax ax 


The material in any one of these categories would still be 
too voluminous to permit its ready identification. Therefore a 
further subdivision is required, Let us take the classification 
336.24, Income Tax, and carry it into the next subdivision, 


336,24 
Income Tax 
336.243 336.244 336.245 
Federal Income Tax State Income Tax Wisconsin Income Tax 


We have now separated the field of taxation into fairly 
workable segments, It is, however, necessary in some few cases 
to provide further breakdown because of the volume of material. 
If this is true, a fourth decimal place may be used, but this is 
seldom necessary, 


To tie together the classification system and the subject 
headings, it is not possible for the islative Reference Librarv 
to rely on the A,L.A. or any other standard subject headings because 
of the highly specialized nature of the material and because new 
subjects are constantly arising, Such topics as weather control; 
splash guards for trucks; pensions geared to a cost of living 
index, integration of social security and the retirement — 
and loyalty oaths are a few of the topics which have gained prom- 
inence recently, Conversely, postwar planning, regulation of 
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blacksmiths, and free public high schools are topics which no 
longer constitute sical sources of inquiry, For this reason the 
library has created its own list of or. headings which is con- 
tained in a volume of approximately 500 typewritten pages. This 
volume, organized in the same manner as a standard subject heading 
guide, is not a static document but is constantly being changed as 
new subjects develop. 


To the classification number is added the author number to 
create the call number. This is done in accordance with standard 
procedure, 


Cataloging 


The cataloging of materials for the Legislative Reference 
Library must of necessity be very detailed as has been explained 
previously, It may require as many as thirty analytical cards, 
for example, to catalog ars op | a single publication. It may be 
necessary to make an analytic for a single paragraph or page it 
the subject is one of importance or is a rare statement on a 
problem of particular significance, Without this detail it would 
be impossible for the staff to carry out the avowed principle of 
—— able to find something on most subjects ina matter of 
minutes, 


On the other hand, because the library materials are intended 
as a small working collection of immediate value which is con- 
stantly culled to keep it down to workable size and to eliminate 
unused materials, it may be necessary to discard items within a 
relatively short time after they have been cataloged in detail. 
It is true, of course, that in many if not most of the categories, 
materials which relate specifically to Wisconsin government are 
gamed hoarded, and in these cases the detailed cataloging pays 
ort. 


Because of changing approaches and concepts, material which 
was once a minor item, or for that matter a major item, may shift 
in importance, Subjects which were purely incidental at one time 
may become significant items, and the whole process of cataloging 
may require change, 


The procedure for cataloging is similar to that followed in 
public libraries, but deviates in certain particulars, After the 
material has been classified, it is given to the cataloger who is 
a trained librarian, The cataloger makes out the author and main 
cards and the necessary analytics. The imprint customarily con- 
Sists of the we seomaneeiky pave of publication and the date, but the 
Legislative ference Library has simplified the procedure by 
eliminating the econ’ and place of publication, The collation 
as used by the library consists only of the number of pages. The 
nature of the collection and its purposes are such that some of 
the standard details have been eliminated. 


; spomeratly the author and subject cards contain notes, es- 
pecially if the content is not evident from the title. These 

notes are an explanation of the content, For example, a major 
report on school finance might include a section on school 
building authorities which would not be evident from the title, 
The note would therefore bring out this item as well as all others 
which the title did not indicate, 


69 


Because the library has constant demand for materials which 
make comparisons between governmental jurisdiction on particular 
items such as a comparison of the marriage laws or of the fatal 
accidents by states, whenever a publication contains comparative 
data, the = card oranalytic is typed onsalmon-colored cards. 
This makes it possible readi y to find such comparative data in 
the card catalog under the particular subject. 

The Legislative Keference Library follows a somewhat dif- 
ferent procedure in the cataloging of continuations which include 
regular reports of departments and periodicals, The date of the 
last acquisition is inserted in pencil, and as each yee 
issue is received, the pencilled notation is erased and brough 
up to date. Many of these continuations short-cut the cataloging 
process, The call number is inserted on them when received, the 
cards marked, and the materials filed immediately. This makes 
such items available for use much sooner than if they were pro- 
cessed in the usual way. 


The Legislative Reference Library does not maintain an ac- 
cession book, largely because of the limited number of books 
acquired, but does maintain a shelf list. 


In order to acquaint the members of the staff with the new 
materials which are added to the collection, after the cards have 
been made out, the new material is made available to the staff for 
a short period of time in which they are urged to glance through 
it. This procedure is followed in order that they may see how the 
new —— has been classified and what are the major areas of 
content, 


Biennially the material on the shelves is inventoried. At 
this time a check is made to make sure the material is in order on 
the shelves, that it is in good repair, that it is labeled prop- 
erly, that the last edition of continuations and other materials 
_— been ordered. Some discarding of materials is done at this 

ime, 


Generally materials may be borrowed from the library for two- 
week periods with the privilege of renewal, if the material is not 
in high demand, Because many official agencies have produced sig- 
nificant reports in restricted numbers, the loan system has been 
particularly valuable because it has permitted a larger number of 
people to gain access to the limited supply of copies. No book 
card or pockets are used for the loaning process. A simple 
printed slip, a tga oS the call number, name and address of the 
patron, date and initial of staff member, is maintained. No 
system of fines is in effect, 


Clipping File 





One of the umique features of the Legislative Reference 
Library collection is a pes pre file of more than 100,000 items, 
The library subscribes to eight daily newspapers and more than 
150 periodicals which are assigned to various members of the 
research and library staff for regular perusal, Items in a broad 
range of subjects are marked for clipping. One employee stamps 
each marked item with the source and date, and then, clips them. 
They are then scanned by a member of the staff who eliminates du- 
plications and unimportant items. The clerical employee then mounts 
each clipping ona uniform size cardboard sheet, The clippings 
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are then classified by a librarian, given a preliminary sort to 
get them in numerical order, and they are finally integrated into 
the permanent collection under the proper classification number, 
in chronological order. 


Although this is a very expensive process, it is the only ap- 
parent solution to the problem of assembling a variety of short 
items on specific subjects in such a manner that they may be pre- 
served and readily used. These materials frequently fill the gap 
between the time of the incident and the reporting of the problem 
in a formal report or book, They provide information which is not 
otherwise reported, They provide a device for extracting and re- 
taining the few significant items in periodicals or reports with- 
out crowding the shelves, 


The clipping files differ from the other portions of the 
collection in two respects. The culling process is much more se- 
lective, For example, materials collected prior to the enactment 
of the income tax law in 1911 are retained, as evidence of the 
attitude of the times. The clipping files are not loaned out be- 
cause they are not replaceable and because many of them are so old 
that improper handling would ruin them. Arrangements may be made 
for cop pying | the clippings or photostating them at a patron's ex- 
pense 1 is is desired, 


Between 300 and 400 clippings are processed each week, and it 
is apparent that this process cannot continue indefinitely without 
expansion of the stacks. The use of clippings, however, becomes 
economical because it permits. the culling of voluminous reports 
which have only a few important items tn them, and because it 
highlights items which might otherwise be lost in their original 
context, We do not benttate to tear apart periodicals and formal 
reports in order to get the significant portions rather than to 
keep the whole iten, 


Within the past few months several short-cuts aimed at re- 
ducing the man-hours required for the preparation of the clippings 
have been introduced, 


Reporting 


The acquisition, cataloging, and maintenance of a small 
working collection of materials would be of no value unless the 
material was used. How do we get the information out to the 
patrons? 


A substantial number of requests is handled by merely making 
various materials available to patrons who call at the library, 
They may wish to have a copy of a bill or act or of a report, or 
may desire to sit down and read some material, 


One member of the research staff is assigned to answer tele- 
phone requests, In one typical month this person alone received 
51 such requests. Sometimes the answers can be given over the 
telephone. Other times a delayed reply is made either by tele- 
phone or letter, 


The reporting which requires the most time results from for- 
mal requests either personally or by letter for information re- 
quiring some research, These questions are answered by letter, by 
the submission of materials, by the compilation of informal re- 
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ports, and by the preparation of formal reports known as_ infor- 
mational bulletins and research bulletins, 


Within the past two years the Legislative Reference Library 
has revived a process used in the formative years by the library, 
that of issuing published reports on specific subjects. In the 
first decade of the century many reports were prepared on such 
subjects as the primary election, —s prea regulation of 
railroads, etc, They contained the factual information regarding 
what other jurisdictions were doing with the subject, and a sum- 
mation of the existing status of the problem in the jurisdictions 
considered, This procedure, with variations, is now being used in 
the publication of informational bulletins and research reports, 


; The informational bulletin, of which nine have been prepared, 
is a short report on a very specific subject which cree | con- 
tains the following elements: a statement of the problem, efforts 
being made in other jurisdictions to solve the problem, previous 
efforts made in Wisconsin to deal with the problen, alternative 
solutions, and the arguments for and against the specific solu- 
tions, Such reports have been released on such subjects as 
annual and biennial sessions, the apportionment act of 1951, the 
regulation of boats on inland waters, and on the public retirement 
systems in operation in the United States. These reports are 
short, generally about ten pages in length, and are aimed at pro- 
viding the legislators and others with the salient facts without 
requiring a lot of reading. 


The research reports are more voluminous in nature. They are 
geared to broader subjects, and provide essentially the same sort 
of information in more detail. They require long periods of time 
to prepare. Three such reports have been released for general 
consumption: one on reapportionment, a pre-session manual for new 
legiglators, and one compiling the human wighte legislation in 
effect in the various states. Additional studies on both the in- 
formational bulletin and research report level are now in process, 


In an efrort to explain to the legislators some of the ma- 
terials which are available in the Reference Library and some of 
the services which we perform, Informational Bulletin 106 was pre- 
pared in the fall of 1951 which attempts to describe by the use of 
pictographs some of the services which are available through this 
agency. yr ff a form letter has been devised to apprise the 
pertinent administrative agency of the state of specific materials 
received by the library or noted by the staff which it is felt ma 
be of interest to some person within that organization. This no 
only attracts such agencies to the library, but encourages them to 
reciprocate by informing us of materials which they feel may be of 
value in our collection, 


The most recent innovation in the process of reporting is the 
production of a two-page monthly newsletter for legislators. This 
device was evolved in an effort to provide legislators with suc- 
cinct pellets of factual information about specific developments 
in the field of government in Wisconsin and other states. It is 
a device to increase the legislators' awareness of the kind of in- 
formation and materials available in our library. 











FORT ATKINSON PROGRAM 
GREAT MEN - GREAT ISSUES 
By Irene Metke, Librarian 





One of the most satisfying projects which we have hadrecentl 
was the "pilot run" of the discussion program on GREAT MEN 
GREAT ISSUES, sponsored and pennant by the Fund for Adult 
Education, a branch of the Ford Foundation. 


The program consists of nine discussions, considering these 
men, in this order: 3enjamin Franklin; Thomas Jefferson; 
Alexander Hamilton; George Washington; John Marshall; John Quincy 
Adams; Andrew Jackson; Baniel Webster and John Calhoun; Abraham 
Lincoln, Not exactly chronological, as we usually think of these 
American statesmen, it did prove to be an appropriate order in the 
growth of our government. 


We had a large advance registration, in spite of hurried 
planning and the necessity of meeting every week in order to 
complete the course by the set time. But the actual attendance 
was not so good. We found, though, that around twenty interested 
people attending regularly makes a very workable group for real 
discussion. Too large a group is apt to be unwieldy and unre- 
sponsive, Those who did come regularly seemed to enjoy the 
meetings thoroughly and said these sessions brought back to them 
many things about our history which they had forgotten. 


Each program had a central issue, as for Franklin, "Can we 
resort to compromise where a clash of principles is involved?", 
and for Jefferson, “Are the fundamentals of the democratic way of 
life endangered by curbs on thought and expression?" We were 
= amazed to find how contemporary all of the issues are. I 
joubt that we could satisfactorily "settle" any of the great 
issues in the light of history, That was one comment made by some 
of the members of the group - we never did answer any of the 
questions; but we stimulated thought about them. 


* In erg oy out our project we had the invaluable help and 
interest of Bob Schacht, director of the Bureau of Information and 
Program Services, who came down from Madison for ail but one of 
the meetings. He led the first meeting, and assisted with the 
second. From then on members of our group were discussion leaders, 
two working together each time. We found that to be a very good 
practice, and it enabled several to assume partial responsibility 
who would not have taken the task alone, 


Although the course is planned for adults, we had in our 
group several high school students, three boys who came very 
regularly, and others who were there for afew times. They were 
very alert, and added much to the thinking of the group. Some of 
the adults, however, did not feel that mixing the age groups was a 

ood idea. Participation was excellent, and discussions were 
ively - even if we did not always get to consider the main issue, 


_. For each meeting a film from the Encyclopedia Britannica 
Film biographical series was used, and a discussion essay and 
guide were furnished by the sponsor. All the films, although not 
produced with this use in mind, worked well with the general plan. 
The essays, which were "on trial" in these first groups, were most 
helpful, summarizing lucidly the work of the person being studied, 
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and pointing up issues and modern parallels. Discussion Leader's 
Guides varied in helpfulness. Some were thoroughly planned, 
others a little more sketchy in outline. All were planned to be 
used by untrained leaders, and we felt that they achieved that 
eernese clr Experienced leaders could vary the procedure 
if desired, 


The brochure about the program says: 


“Qne cannot really understand either the great men, or the 
great issues that figured in the early developnent of our American 
Heritage if each is to be considered in isolation. Jefferson, 
Washington, Franklin, Hamilton, Marshall, all ‘interacted' upon 
one another. And the issues they a with were interrelated, 
The question of whether or not the Federal government should be 
strong or weak was tied up with such questions as civil liberties 
and property rights; the right of the Supreme Court to review was 
related to congressional acts, the rights of minorities in the 
face of majority rule, etc. 


"But there is another reason why a series of discussion 
meetings of this kind has greater value than a single meeting. We 
seldom learn very much from a single meeting on any subject. We 
need to keep at it, to talk things over with the same people 
meeting after meeting. In this way we get new perspectives on old 
problems, We put our convictions to a test of time, something not 
possible in a one-shot, hit-and-run type of discussion meeting 
presumably complete in itself." 


Typical comments from the group are: 


"The discussion groups were, in my opinion, the most in- 
teresting and thought-provoking sessions of that nature I ever 
attended, For years we have followed a similar procedure in our 
Bible study group, but without movies, so I especially appreciated 
the advantage and added interest provided by the movies. (This 
from a housewife. ) 


"Knowing that our leaders in government from its beginnings 

have struggled the same way to neot and solve the issues of their 

day helps us to be patient with our present-day leaders in teyi"g 
be ae and adjust the many big world problems." (Commercia 
eacher. 


"Certainly one of the most interesting and timely discussion 
roups I have been fortunate to be a part of." (Social science 
eacher,. 


"Sitting in on the film-forum series was a most stimulating 
experience, The films with the assistance of the essays gave a 
common ground of experience, thus making the discussions vital to 
all who participated." (School eriaciant.} 


"The series was most interesting, both as a review of his- 
torical characters and as an attempt to interpret present-day 
trends and correlate them with the past." (A housewife. 


"One of high excellence in both the material used and_ the 
approach to the issues involved. More of this type of thing 
needs to be done all over our country in order to establish firmly 
the foundational principles of our political and —as wg A 

ee DP. 
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CREDO FOR CHILDREN'S LIBRARIANS 





Doris Moulton, Milwaukee Public Library, wrote the following intro- 
duction for the annual report of the Young People's Room for 1951, 


"The necessity of writing annual reports raises questions: 
losses, gains, book lists, meetings, radio and TV programs, 
stories - what is the ultimate purpose and what is the meaning to 
the individual and the community? How do we contribute? The 
answer lies in.our way of life, 


"Only a courageous, bold, informed people with sound, ethical, 
and spiritual values and understanding, tempered with compassion 
for the people of the world who are caught up in the revoluticn- 
ary movement of our day can hope to maintain and continue to im- 
prove the way of life in which we believe. Only a people who have 
realized to the fullest degree the growth and development of the 
individual can reach those objectives, Children are and ever will 
be a dynamic part of any society, If we believe we must tell them 
so that they too may believe in the splendid freedom which some 
sections of the warld represents. We must give them the will to 
positive action, to rise from temporary failure, to try again, to 
make the free way of living dynamic and vital, to erento a vision 
large enough for men to follow, How else can our way of life con- 
tinue except that we grow greater in our beliefs and concepts and 
give rather than deny. In attempting to create in children this 
approach, we can sorhene make some progress as adults. To chil- 
dren's librarians is given an eens to carry to children 
through books this eplanaid concept. The authors and the pub- 
lishers have provided exceptional books: PETER ZENGER, CHESTRY 
OAK, AMOS FORTUNE FREE MAN, GANDHI FIGHTER WITHOUT A SWORD and 
many others. Through such books children's librarians can in some 
measure help children meet the challenge of today's world. If I 
did not believe in the public library as a force in the further- 
ance of the development of man's finest qualities, being a li- 
brarian would seem a futile occupation, 


"As each of us assumes his obligation to realize his own 
eatest potential and to contribute to the establishment of free- 
ton for all peoples, the flood will grow until it becomes irre- 
sistible, brarians have no small part for they are contributors 
of ideas to children, youth, and adults, Theirs is no monopoly 
but a strong force that reaches farther than the individual user, 
Knowledge which conquers fear and brings understanding, the oppor- 
tunity to make comparisons and draw conclusions, stimulation to 
thinking and imagination, the leavening of laughter, the contri- 
butions of great minds to our concepts of life are found in the 
vast enterial. 


"The librarian is ato the opportunity not only to distri- 
bute but toactively create in the individual a desire to use books. 





cae from p. 73) 
A minister. 


"Made being an American citizen even more significant than 
it was before, emphasizing the need for greater exercise of 
thoughtful citizenship today." (A minister's wife. 
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NEWS - ANNOUNCEMENTS - INVITATIONS 





Library Workshop in June 





Because fall seemed to be an inconvenient time for librarians 
to attend the annual Workshop which the Commission sponsors we are 
returning to a June date. We are going back to American Baptist 
Assembly, Green Lake, for the week June 8 - 14, That should be a 
beautiful time of year and we hope a convenient one. This BULLETIN 
will be the last to reach you before the Laapigtes so you will have 
received a notice of details in a letter - probab before you 
read this, More will be said about it at district conferences 
throughout the state this spranes We will see you at your district 
conference and at the Workshop, 


Adult Education Association 
Solicits Idbrarian Membership 








A special letter was recently sent to all American Library 
Association members urging their membership in the Adult Education 
Association and/or subscription to the new magazine ADULT LEADER- 
SHIP. Since A.L.A. is one of the sponsoring organizations ac- 
tively a ty in the new Adult Education Association it is 
natural to expect that a number of librarians will want to take 
advantage of the services available to members of the A.E.A. 


Malcolm S. Knowles, administrative coordinator of the A.E.A. 
says: "Librarians are among the original adult educators and are 
largely responsible for the development of a consciousness of the 
concept of lifelong learning. It is inconceivable that there 
could be an adult education movement in this country without li- 
brarians at the heart of it." 


Plans for Library Trustee Citations 





Letters have gone out to all libraries and the president of 
each board of library trustees explaining the Wisconsin Library 
Association plan for eerste active trustees who have made an 
outstanding contribution to library service in Wisconsin, 


Nominations with a record of the candidates' achievements 
should reach the chairman or any member of the Committee not later 
than June 1. The award will be made at the next annual meeting of 
the Wisconsin Library Association which will be held October 2 to 
4 at the American Baptist Assembly, Green Lake. 


Dorothy L. Huth, librarian at Gilbert M. Simmons Library, 
Kenosha, is chairman of the Committee on Citation of Trustees. 


Newbery - Caldecott Awards 





The announcement of the Newbery-Caldecott 31st annual awards 
was made on Friday, March 7, from the office of Mr. Frederic 
Melcher, donor of the medals. Elizabeth Gross, chairman of the 
1951 Newbery-Caldecott Committee, presented the medals to the 
winners, The official presentation will take place at the Newbery- 
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Caldecott Dinner to be held at the Waldorf-Astoria during A.L.A., 
July, 1952, 


Newbery Award 





The Winner: Eleanor Estes -- Ginger Pye (Harcourt) 
Runners-up: 


Elizabeth Baity - Americans Before Columbus bowie 3 
Holling C. poling - Minn of theMississippi (Houghton) 
Nicholas Kalashnikoff - Defender (Scribner) 

Julia L. Sauer - Light at Tern Rock (Viking) 

Mary Buff - Apple and the Arrow (Houghton) 


Caldecott Award 





The Winner: Nicholas Mordvinoff, Illus. -- Finders Keepers 
(Harcourt ) 


Runners-up: 


Marie H. Ets - Mr. T. W. Anthony Woo (Viking } 
Marcia Brow - Skipper John's Cook (Scribner 

Margaret B. Graham, Illus. - All Falling Down (Harper) 
William P. DuBois - Bear Party (Viking) 

Elizabeth Olds - Feather Mountain (Houghton) 


Fair Employment Poster Contest 





: A state-wide poster contest open to all high school students 
a2 porns sponsored by the Industrial Commission's fair employment 
ivision. 


The contest, which closes May 12, 1952, has been approved by 
‘the State Department of Public Instruction. A cash prize of a 
$100 defense bond will be awarded the winner. 


_ A packet of useful material on the subject of Wisconsin's 
fair ent practices law has been sent to every public li- 
brary by the Industrial Commission, 


The poster should express the aim and reason for Wisconsin's 
fair employment practices law which states that it is "....the 
public policy of the state to encourage and foster to the fullest 
extent practicable the employment of all properly qualified per- 
sons regardless of their race, creed, color, national origin, or 
ancestry." 


The winning poster will be reproduced for display purposes in 
connection with the program. 


Model Librarians 





Most of us think of model librarians as those members of the 
profession with a rare combination of talents and qualities - 
curiosity and a quick, inquiring mind as well as a_ strong aca- 
demic record; a gregarious personality and a sense of humor as 
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well as excellent health and stamina, a love of books and people, 
and a knowledge of the best ways to bring them together. Lately 
we have been conscious in movies, books, radio skits, etc., of a 
certain stereotype in which we are pictured in anything but a 
favorable light. Time has come to "Accentuate the Positives; Blim- 
inate the Negative" and we are glad to make our first report on 
the new look in librarians, The March 4th issue of the GREEN BAY 
PRESS GAZETTE pictures as a style model for new spring clothes 
Miss Edith Shepard, Reference Librarian, Green Bay. We are im- 
mensely pleased that we have a librarian who combines a11 the 
above features of good librarianship and the attributes that make 
for a Powers model, Congratulations, Edith! - 
- HK. 


: And ours too, to one of the "top-notch" reference librarians 
in the state. te've just been = for the right moment to 
acknowledge your fine cooperation with the Traveling Library, 

- 0.T.B. 


American Heritage Project 





The March issue of NEWSLETTER of the American Heritage 
Project carries an article entitled “Achieving Leadership Objec- 
tives" by Harry F. Bangsberg, a co-leader of the only film dis- 
cussion group which is a eet of the pilot project for the Midwest 
being carried on under the sponsorship of the La Crosse Public 
Library. It will be sent to all Wisconsin libraries from the 
Commission office in the near future. The NEWSLETTER will be 
of particular interest to you because of Mr. Bangsberg's frankness 
in pe ce weaknesses of the training program and because of 
the constructiveness of his criticism, 


The Commission hopes that a state-wide training program for 
American Heritage discussion leaders may be held in_ the early 
fall, Such a program would involve two or three regional ses- 
sions in the most strategic areas of the state. Whether Wisconsin 
can be included in the program will, of course, depend upon 
whether the Ford Foundation renews its grant to the American 
Library Association in July, 1952, nen 


Contemporary Library Plannin 
by Ruth Baumann, University kxtension Division 





Announcing: To all Wisconsin librarians and trustees - the 
fourth Institute on Public LibraryManagement, July 28, 29, and 30, 
1952, Wisconsin Union, Madison, 


The future of public libraries depends upon informed fore- 
sight. It depends, more than ever before, upon keen analysis of a 
larger number of factors that are increasingly complex and varied, 
It depends upon more sober and wise decisions by more people over 
a larger area. 


This year's institute will hold up a mirror set at its own 
angle to a representative area that includes metropolitan Madison 
on its environs, Here mirrored are both a large city and several 
smaller cities and villages, representative of all Wisconsin com- 








78 


munities,that willbe our laboratory for a three-day intensive study. 


What do we need to know about an urbanized area if its 1li- 
braries are to function effectively? What typical and atypical 
features of cities and regions affect roa y 4 services (geographic, 
socio-economic, governmental)? How does od f planning for an 
area fit into over-all planning (physical, fiscal, cultural)? Who 
is responsible for having informed pi ted, ahs in library planning? 
How is informed foresight brought into the decision-making process? 
Keeping an eye to the future, what are some of the specific pos- 
sibilities for planning library services in an area? Thinking 
through these questions together will help you to help your com- 
munity analyze its problems and make wise decisions for the future 
of your library. 


How will this be done? Monday will be devoted to orienting 
you to the entire metropolitan area including peripheral small 
cities andvillages as far south as Stoughton, the afternoon 
orientation to be by bus so that you will get the feel of what 
makes these places tick. We will actually sample the flavor of 
Stoughton's Nordic culture by stopping there for dinner at the 
Norse Chalet (Dutch treat: $1.75). 


Tuesday and Wednesday we shall draw upon our panels of ex- 
perts in group discussions for an analysis of all the factors that 
relate to library service in our study area. 


Against the factors we have found to exist in the representa- 
tive area, we shall test the fitness of specific techniques for 
planning library services. In addition, qualified technicians 
will explain new trends in building design, construction, and 
equipment, 


Paul A. Miller and Duane Gibson of the faculty of Michigan 
State College Group ixtension Work will bring into focus all of 
the practical and signficant factors of the three-day session. 


In order to make adequate arrangements for the Nonday after- 
noon trip, and dinner in Stoughton, advance registrations will be 
required. The $6.00 registration fee for the three days will 
include bus fare for the trip. 


Plan to spend the full three days at the institute. You 
won't be satisfied with just soup or dessert; you'll want the main 


course too, 
YOU ARE NOT ALONE 
PROBLEM-SHARING IS ONE KEY TO PROBLEM-SOLVING 


Lakeshore Library Club 
by elena Kremer 

Two meetings have now been held of the Lakeshore Library 
Club, anewly organized group of librarians from southeastern 
Wisconsin and northeastern Illinois, The club was organized as a 
professional association for librarians in this area with the pur- 
pose of study and discussion of problems and research in li- 
brarianship. The first meeting was held in Racine and drew 50 
librarians, while the second in Milwaukee on February 16 swelled 
to over 90, The first meeting had Dr. Lester Asheim, dean of stu- 
dents of the graduate library school of the University of Chicago, 
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as speaker. Dr. Asheim stressed the role of reading in America 
Sotey and pointed to the public library to accept the responsi- 
bili y for he at bee this need. Time was spent in Cece the 
organization of this group, suggestions for meetings, etc. Prior 
to the dinner meeting the group was given a tour of the Johnson 
Wax Works library and a coffee hour at the newly decorated Uptown 
Branch library in Racine. 


The second a had its dinner and program in the newly 
decorated art room in the Milwaukee Public Library. A panel dis- 
cussion on "Television for Libraries" with Bruce Wallace, program 
director of WIMJ Television; Norma Rathbun, head of Children's 
Work, Milwaukee Public Library, and Gerald McCafferty, Municipal 
Rkeference Library as participants. Mr. Wallace gave constructive 
suggestions to the group on the respective roles of program direc- 
tors and the sponsors of television programs. He was high in his 
praise for the working relationship that has existed from the be- 
ponies with the Milwaukee Public Library children's program, 

iss Rathbun then described the programs they are doing with in- 
teresting sidelights on some of the "behind the scenes" activity. 
Mr. McCafferty gave a wealth of information on the technical as- 
pects of television with current information as to the status of 
both commercial and educational television channels for the Mil- 
waukee area, A discussion period followed and many of the group 
then assembled to view the kinescope of Gloria Chandler's new 
television production on introducing books, authors, editors to 
children, The Gloria Chandler production originates in Seattle, 
Washington, and is designed as an educational production to stimu- 
late children's reading interests. 


‘ The next meeting of the club will be held at the new Cudahy 
Library on May 17 with Miss Langdell as hostess to the group. 


Kenosha Library Staff 
Attends Patent Class 
Five members of the Gilbert M. Simmons Library at Kenosha 


attended tne — research class sponsored recently by the li- 
brary and the Kenosha Vocational School. 





A local patent engineer, skilled in the use of the Official 
Patent Gazette, conducted a series of six lessons to acquaint 
class members with the facilities of the local library, the cor- 
rect use of the Gazettes, the annual index, and the classification 
manual, and with procedures of the U. S. Patent Office. 


An increased interest in patents is noticed, and more patrons 
are now able to use the Gazettes, heretofore used by relatively 
very few. The class proved so popular that it will be repeated 
next year, 


This is ‘yee of the kind of class that res, ge be arranged 
Cc 


for in other ties where there is a Vocationa School or a 
University Extension Center, 


The Commission's Newest Consultant 





Mr. Hannis Smith has accepted an appointment to the Commis- 
sion staff and will begin his work on May 1. Librarians will be 
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glad to know that he is well prepared for his new work. He is a 
raduate of the University of Chicago Library School, has worked 
or 12 years as a public librarian, and has carried his interest 

so far that even his wife is a librarian! 


What is equally interesting to us is that Hannis is now the 
librarian of Hinds County Library in Mississippi where he has been 
doing an interesting job after he helped complete the survey of 
the state's library service. He has had experience with other li- 
brary surveys, is the author of pamphlet material, knows the use 
of films, and is no stranger to radio broadcasting. They even say 
that he's acquainted with news reporting, but, like you, we can 
believe only so much, Seriously, we're all lucky that he's coming 


and we welcome him to Wiscunsin, 
- WV.S~B. 


The State's Film Circuit 





The film circuit is no longer a topic for just friendly dis- 
cussiqn, for circuits in several areas of the state are successful 
realities, The subject was introduced in recent years by Richard 
Krug of Milwaukee, Marie Barkman of Sheboygan, Fred Wezeman of 
Racine, Muriel Fuller of La Crosse and a few others who have ex- 
perienced success with the circuits in their own areas. Thanks 
also go to Walt Wittich, Jim Mitchell, and the rest of the group 
that met together last year to discuss a circuit that could be 
extended to other areas, Representatives from all parts of the 
state lent their help to the proposal, and today we are proud 
that the "experiment" works. 


The eight libraries that are now using the film packages are 
enthusiastic, and each has made suggestions and criticisms that 
will prove valuable, Even the most skeptical has become convinced 
of the value of their use, and not one has regretted the decision 
to do it. Walt Wittich tells us that over thirty other libraries 
have expressed an interest in joining the circuit. 


Another meeting of those who might be interested in next 
year's circuit will be announced in the near future, Everyone 
should know that the expense is ap sh because the service charges 
adequately reimburse the libraries for the service, ve 


Recommendations to Schools and Libraries 





At the State Fair a superintendent of schools asked a con- 
sultant what the Commission recommended concerning the relation- 
ships between schools and libraries. He explained that money was 
available to establish good school library service under any ar- 
rangement, but what was Fhe best arrangement? The consultant knew 
that many arrangements were possible and that some were satis- 
factory and others inadequate. She was also familiar with the 
recommendations of the Joint Committee of the American Library 
Association and the National Education Association, but she also 
tmew that the Commission had not offered specific recommendations 
on the subject. She answered the superintendent by enone neg 
this, but she naturally gave him her best personal recommendation, 
The problem bothered her. ...., 


At the last meeting of the Commission the problem was dis- 
cussed, and it was agreed by Commissioners that such recommenda- 
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tions should be made to the schools and libraries, As one of the 
Commissioners is the head of the Department of Public Instruction, 
it was decided that the Commission and the Department should each 
prepare and issue such recommendations, It is planned that a 
en will be sent to the librarians and school people 
hroughout the state so that such recommendations will reflect the 
present pattern of service, The questionnaire will include a sec- 
tion to the schools a. 2 by the Department and a section to 
libraries prepared b Commission, but the librarian will be 
responsible only for The questions directed to her. 


As it is a cooperative ente rise the recommendations affec- 
—. libraries alone will be the Commission's, and those directed 

he schools alone will be the Department's recommendations, In 
addition, the Commission and the Department may wish to issue a 
statement of joint objectives. Individual and joint recommenda- 
tions will appear in the same document in order that librarians 
and school people will be familiar with all of the recommendations 
affecting their relationships. It is hoped that the recommenda- 
tions may be adaptable and workable in some of the situations that 
you encounter, 5.8.3 


District Library Association Meetings 





1. Kock River Valley Conference 
Date: May 6 Place: Stoughton 
Chairman: Mrs. William Sumner, Stoughton 


2. Second District 
Date: May 8 Place: Menomonee Falls 
Chadvenat’ Mrs. Clinton Shunk, Menomonee Falls 


3. Southwestern District Meeting 
Date: April 23 Place: Dodgevilile 
President: Mrs. Robertine Bilkey, Dodgeville 


4, Wisconsin Valley na Conference 
Date: May Place: Wisconsin Rapids 
President? a Sanford, Wisconsin Ropade 


5. Devil's Lake sg Conference 
Date: May Place: Elroy 
Chairman: Mes. Angeline Gleue, La Valle 


6. Indianhead District Meeting 
Date: May 22 Place: Rice Lake 
President: Grace Hacker, Superior 


7. West Central District Meeting . 
Date: May 15 Place: Blair 
Chairman: Mrs. Frances McGuine 


8. Fox River Valley District Conference 
Date: May 17 Place: Shawano 
President: Stanley Greene, Sturgeon Bay 
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NOTABLE BOOKS OF 1951 





Mr, Harold F. Brigham, Indiana State Library, President of 
the Public Libraries Division, presented to the American Library 
Association Council at its meeting on Wednesday, January 30, the 
report of the Division's Committee on Notable Books for 151, of 
which Mrs. Edith A. Busby, Brooklyn Public Library, is Chairman. 


Selections are made with the assistance of staffs of 60 li- 
braries of all sizes throughout the country, from books published 
in this country in 1951 for adult readers. 


; The primary basis of selection is the important role the 
title plays in public library service in re out the gener- 
ally recognized objectives of the American Public Library, namely 
to promote enlightened citizenship and enrich personal lite, 


Aldridge, John W. e jon. McGraw, 
A serious and challenging study of American post-war 
novelists, 
Asch, Sholem, Moses. Putnam. 
This panoramic novel of the Exodus is written in a style that 
makes the story of Moses a vital human drama, 
Ashley-Montagu, Montague F. Statement on race. Henry Schuman. 
An extended discussion of the UNESCO statement presented 
simply and clearly by experts on race problems, 
Auden, W. H. Nones. Random House. 
A collection of poems reflecting the continued growth 
maturity of a poet and a man of ideas. 
Alan, - Viking. 
This study of the relationship between individual liberty 
and national security is an important addition to an ex- 
panding literature on a vital question, 
Berger, Meyer. §tory of the New York Times, 1851-1951. Simon and 
Schuster, 
The first hundred: years of one of America's great newspapers 
is described by a master reporter. 
Bradley, Omar N. A soldier's story. Holt, 
This portrait of a great man and soldier is a valuable con- 
tribution to the literature covering the war in Europe. 
Carson, Rachel L. e sea aro . Oxford, 
This account of the ocean in all of its aspects presents a 
rare combination of scientific knowledge and poetic writing. 
Ceram, C. W. pseud. Gods, graves and scholars: the story of 
archaeology. Knopf. 
Dramatic stories of archaeological discoveries are authen- 
ra | presented in this book, 
Churchill, Winston S. j ing. Houghton, : 
In his inimitable way, the British Prime Minister describes 
the events from Teheran to the Normandy Invasion, 
Conangers Henry S., ed. Livi i i - Harper, 
he heritage of the United States is set forth in this an- 
thology of excerpts from American writers past and present, 
Conant, James B. Science and on sense. Yale Univ, 
Through selected case histories, e author explains the 
methods of science for the layman. 
Costain, Thomas B. The magnificent century. Doubleday. 
The author of many romances continues his history of England 
with this colorful account of the 13th century. 


Barth 
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Davidson, Marshall B. Life in America. Houghton, ’ 
An outstanding pictorial pageant of America's social, cul- 
tural and economic history. 


Douglas, William 0. Strange wk and friendly people. Harper. 
The kaleidoscope of the Near Kast and India is séen through 
the eyes of a distinguished jurist and liberal spokesman for 
democracy in this book, 

shasiaas te James V. The Forresta] diaries; ed. by Walter Millis. 

iking. 
A period in American history that saw many changes in foreign 
policy serves as the background for this personal record of 
five years service as a cabinet member, 

Freeman, Douglas S. George Washington: v. 3, Planter and patriot; 

a i On. cribner. 
he latest volumes in this author's important biography of 
Washington, 

Harrod, Roy. Life of John Maynard Keynes. Harcourt. 

The accomplishments and influence of a great economist are 
pinhead #7. against the background of English upper middle- 
class life. 


Hoover, Herbert. fem of Herbert Hoover: years of adventure 
1874-1920, cmililan, 


A penetrating and sometimes amusing chronicle of the first- 
quarter of the twentieth century is recorded by one of its 
key figures, 

Hulburd, David. This happened in Pasadena, Macmillan, 

This journalistic report is a forthright presentation of 
Pasadena's suppression of academic freedom and its impli- 
cations to all America, 

The Interpreter's Bible. v. 7, Abingdon-Cokesbury,. 

is first published volume of a monumental work is a mine of 
information for both serious and casual Bible students. 

Johnson, Gerald W. This American people. Harper. 

Sensible and thought-provoking ideas on the fundamentals of 
our American democracy challenge the reader of this volume of 
essays. 

Kefauver, Estes, ‘ime in America. Doubleday. 

A timely analysis of the work of the Senate Crime Investi- 
gating Committee as reported by its chairman, 

Kennan, George F. American diplomacy, 1900-1950, Univ. of 
Chicago, 

The course of American foreign policy is surveyed in this 
, brief, expert commentary. 

Lagerkvist, Par. Barabbas, Random House, 

Written by a Swedish poet and Nobel prize winner this story 
about the thief upon the cross has the qualities of a time- 
less parable, : 

Life Magazine. Life's picture history of Western man, Simon and 
Schuster. 

A broad panorama of Western civilization is described in 
words and pictures in this large volume, , 

Lorant, Stefan. esidency; a pictorial history of presi- 
dential elections, Macmillan. 

A graphic history of political life in America presented 
through well-chosen photographs and cartoons, 

McDonald, James C. My mission to Israel 1948-1951. Simon and 
Schuster, ' 
Middle East diplomacy is brought into sharp focus by this 
report of the first American ambassador to Israel. 

Malone, Dumas, ights of man. Little. : 
This second volume of a distinguished biographical appraisal 

















——————EEE—E_———E—_ SS 


} 
\ 








84 


covers Jefferson's European mission during the opening months 
of the French Revolution to his final year as Secretary of 
State. 


Mann, Thomas. Holy sinner. Knopf. 
The legend of Pope Gregory of medieval times is tvld with 
distinction and imagination. 
Michener, James A. Voice of Asia, Random House, 
This first hand account of present conditions and attitudes 
in the Far East is a valuable contribution toward an under- 
standing of that, part of the world. 
Mizener, Arthur E. The far a of paradise. Houghton. 
This biography does full justice to F. Scott Fitzgerald both 
as a writer and as a man representative of his times. 
Monsarrat, Nicholas. a ranaedl Knopf. 
A compassionate novel set in World War II which portrays the 
war at sea with drama, emotion and deep humanity. 
Mumford, Lewis. The conduct of life. Harcourt. 
In this penetrating study of man's nature a learned humanist 
_ ways to counteract the disastrous tendencies of our 
imes, 
Pusey, Merlo J. Charles Evans Hughes. 2 v. Macmillan. 
This definitive biography depicts a great lawyer and states- 
man, one of the outstanding Americans of his generation, 
Robb, David M. The Harper history of painting. Harper. 
A nage tet | of painting in the Western world from the Old Stone 
Age to the present is offered in this single volume, 


Roosevelt, Theodore. Letters of The h Roosevelt; V. 1-4. ed. 
by Elting E. Morison. Harvard. 


An important selection from the voluminous Roosevelt corres- 
panne: skillfully edited. 
° e 





mee **% * pe er_ i « Little. 
he dilemma of modern youth in a world of rapidly ape ny 
mores is reflected in this searching psychological study of 


a sixteen year old, 
Santayana, George. Dominations and powers. Scribner, 
his summation of the philosophy of a brilliant and eloquent 
mind is provocative reading. 


Teale, Edwin W. North with the spring. Dodd. 
This well-written odyssey of a season records the progress of 
Spring from the Everglades to the Canadian border. 


Trueblood, David E. The life we prize. Harper. 
In this valuable book a Quaker philosopher presents his 
formula for living wisely and well in what he terms a period 
of moral depression, 

Van der Post, Laurens. Venture to the interior, Morrow, 
This perceptive record of a journey to South Africa is also 
a sensitive bey | of the human spirit. 

te) 


Ward, Barbara. Polic r_the west. Norton. 

The Assistant Fattor of the London Economist discusses with 
clarity and simplicity the policies which can be be by 
al in countering the known hostility of the Sovie 
world, 

Waters, Ethel, His eye is on the sparrow. Doubleday. 
Outstanding in its Sincerity, Pris is a moving autobiography 
of a Negro woman who has made a place for herself in the 
entertainment world, 

Welles, Sumner. Seven decisions that shaped history. Harper. 
From personal knowledge the author explains war time de- 
cisions that played an important part in world history. 

Williams, William Carlos. Autobiography. Random House, 


An honest, warmhearted autobiography of a man who was an 
(see p. 102) 


RECENT ADULT BOOKS 
A Selected List Edited b 
Consultant, Traveling Library 


Orrilla T. Blackshear 





The adult books 
all new titles. From time 
come to 


listed in each issue of THE BULLETIN are not 
to time recent 
our attention and are listed for the convenience of the 


titles of importance 


librarian in the small library who does not have many book selec- 


tion tools. 


Because we missed them until their use has 


proven 


their value we feel that librarians in larger libraries may pos- 


3ibly have overlooked them, too, 
care, health education and mental hygiene 
of various divisions 


able members 


Books on family living, child 
are evaluated for us by 
of the State Board of Health, 


In this w Ay are able to suggest either for purchase or use the 


titles in this field that 


that department. The major 


are being recommended by the workers of 
part of the entire list 


is prepared 


with the able and —_ assistance of Emmett C. Blackshear. The 


classification is 


Philosophy 

Baruch, Dorothy W. One little 
boy. 1552. 2425, Julian Press, 
131 
This is an appealing, inter-= 
esting and well-written story, 
It would not be wise to recom- 
mend it to all parents. Par- 
ents might be disturbed by the 
methods used. The reason for 
this is —— explained by 
the author in the introductory 
pages. The book would be use- 
fu to individuals trained in 


psychotherapy or for groups 
under such leadership, 


Gallagher, J. Roswell. Under- 
yess woth prep 
1. 12p. Little, 2 
136.7 
The chief philosophy of the 
author is that there is no such 
thing as an "average" boy, His 
experience and observation in- 
dicate that there is a tremen- 
dous "normal" variation among 
boys. He answers all of the 
questions parents ask, and asks 
and answers several they are 
too timid to ask, Recommended, 


Gesell, Arnold. Infant aot 
opment, the embryo ogy. of early 
human behavior, 1952, 108p. 
Illus. 0, 

136.7 


Not suitable for parents - 
too technical. Nurses and 


Harper, $3.5 


one by Katherine J. Middleton, 


other professional workers may 
not find very useful for the 
game reason. 


Hymes, James L. 


Understandin 
our child, 1952. 188p. Illus. 
Prentice, $2. 


95. 

136.7 
An informal, human book for 
parents and teachers. It pre- 
sents some very important and 
practical underlying principles 
of child growth and development 
in an entertaining, clear, and 
impressive manner, The author 
gives the impression of knowing 

and liking children, 


Kuhlen, kaymond G. The _ psy- 
chology of pr Canto 
men e Pe uS. 
Harper, $5. 

136.7 


A book recommended for pro- 
fessional use primarily. t 
treats psychological reiger 
ment and adjustment during the 
adolescent years, The author's 
analysis leads to the conclu- 
sion that "adolescence has been 
a highly overdramatized phase 
of development," There are 
—_ charts and tables pre- 
senting concrete data and ex- 
tensive bibliographies. 


Neisser, Edith G. Brothers and 
24Ip. arper, 


sisters 1951. 
; 136.7 


A nonprofessional book about 
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rearing children, teaching them 
and correctin then. Though 

there is little in the book to 
find fault with, there is even 


less one could recommend unre- 
servedly. 
Preston, George Heinrichs, 
Should { retire? 1952. 1181p. 
Kinehart, se75¢ 
170 
Addressed to the middle-aged 


this deals with the financial 
and health aspects of getting 
ready for retirement, but most 
of all with the emotional and 
personal factors. Very good - 
more for men than women. 


Samuel, Herbert L. Essay i 
physics, 1952, 178p. Har- 
court, 3. 
110 
Written for the general read- 
er, provided the general reader 
has some —— background in 
physics and philosophy, with 
emphasis on the philosophy. 
Professor Samuel presents a 


startling, a not new, hy- 
oO 


pothesis, a hypothesis Dr. Al- 
bert Einstein does not accept, 
Limited in appeal, so study be- 
fore buying. 


General Works 


Fosdick, Raymond Blaine. The 

story of- = 

ion, e Pe lus, 
arper, $4.50, 





061 
An account of a pet phil- 
anthropic organization by a 


former president of the foun- 
dation, It gives the reader a 

view of how it began and ex- 
panded to its present gigantic 
proportions, kes for good 
reading since it is not  bur- 
dened with statistics and eu- 


logy. 





Throm, Edward L., ed. ‘ifty 
OEP) 
1952, p. Illus. 
on and Schuster, $5. 
051 


A facsimile album, as_ the 
title indicates, The marginal 
comments by Mr. Throm merely 


highlight the progress made by 
inventars and Rinkers for half 
a century, Changes in styles, 
wordi and ci es | are 
evident throughout, decided 
asset to Americana. 


Social Science 


Fenlason, Anne F. ~ Essenti 
in_i ing: for the inter- 
viewer offering gape 
services. 1952. 352p. Harper, 
361 

The purpose back of this book 
is to show how background know- 
ledge afforded by the social 
sciences can be put to use in 
understanding and working ef- 
fectively with people. While 
the book is arranged so that it 
might be used as a text, this 
does not detract from its use- 
fulness to the individual who 
wants assistance. Interviewing 
principles, methods, and pro- 
cedures are discussed and il- 
lustrated. 


Glueck, Sheldon and Glueck 


Eleanor, Delinquents in e 
o prevention, 


making: paths 
T5952. 214p. Harper, $3. iia 


A book based on ten years! 
study by the authors, plus a 
mt he of ——- in i. 

olo sychiatry, medicine, 
a State’ fields: Records 
cover 1,000 boys cunging in age 
from 11 to 17, on alf of whom 
were delinquents. Both groups 
were similar in such respects 
as family background, general 
intelligence and environment, 
The interpretations are far 
reaching in their implications, 
For larger libraries. May be 
borrowed from the Traveling Li- 


brary. 


Langer, William L. and Gleason, 
S. Everett. The challenge to 
isolation: 1 : “4 ° e 
« er o*. e 
ee 327.73 
Sponsored by the Council on 
is Affairs, this book, un- 
der the Se | heading of 
World Crisis and American For- 














eign Policy, will be loudly de- 
fended and roundly attacked in 


this election year. It is 

frankly controversial, and its 
authors and sponsors realized 
that at the outset. They have 


had access to much unpublished 
material from State Department 
files, documents of the War and 
Navy departments and have con- 
sulted freely with high-ranking 
statesmen, Roceunentiod for 
larger libraries, 


Peterson, Florence, omer gi 
labor unions, rev. ed. e 
2770p. lilus. Harper, $3.50. 
331.88 
A pai and adequate treat- 
ment of the subject by a former 
chief of industrial relations, 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
It gives the background of a 
century ago, and deals in some 
detail with the past 20 years, 


Even the international labor 
movement comes in for consid- 
eration, tables 


The graphs, 

of statistics, and lists of per- 
sonalities in the field almost 
make this book a primer for the 


student. Impartial and defin- 
itive, 

Sifferd, Calvin S. ae and 

we letters toEleanor an om. 

>. 1lip. Ilius. McKnight, 
$2.50. 

378 

A realistic and cheerful 


guide to those about to enter 
college for the first time, 
Although Mr. Sifferd's experi- 
ence was gained primarily as 
Supervisor of Counseling in 
Men's Residence Halls at the 
University of Illinois, he 

speaks in general for most in- 
stitutions of higher leaming. 
Matters academic, social, ath- 
letic, romantic and even finan- 
cial are discussed with know- 


led and reat good humor in 
letters addresse to Eleanor 
and Tom, 

Language 


Walton, Leslie Bannester. Span- 


ish b ourself: a quick course 
in reading for adul 


beginners 
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and others, 1951. t- 
lus, Crowell, $2.95. pa 


Designed for the person 
wishing to learn, by himself, 
how to read Spanish, this book 
is one of a series which also 
includes instruction in French, 
in Portuguese, and in German, 
Practical, nontechnical, and 
elementary, this book, with its 
hn ahaa will fill a definite 
need, 


214p. 


Natural Science 


Eardley, Armand John. § - 
ur eology of No 

° Pp. US. arper 
it ‘ 


551.1 

An exhaustive survey of the 
crustal formations of our con- 
tinent, enhanced by charts 
maps, and tables of data. This 
book would seem to be the best 
and final work on the subject 
to date. eo er not only for 
goetegtats but also for stu- 

ents of geology, professional 
and otherwise. Highly recom- 
mended,, 


Teale, a North with 
7 pe aa 


the spring. $5 

uS. co 

: 504 

A naturalist begins in Florida 
in late winter, goes north with 
the advancing spring, windin 
up at Lake Champlain, by bes A 
the East Atlantic states, ith 
the eye and mind of his pro- 
fession, yet with the layman's 
ability to see and understand 
nature as nature, Mr. Teale 
travels 17,000 miles through 23 
states in 130 days. Highly 
recommended. 


Useful Arts 


Corner, George Washington. _At- 


taining manhood: a doctor talks 
to poys about sex. 1952. 2d 
ed. rev. & enlarged. Y7p. I1- 
lus, Harper, $1.50. 
612.6 
of a book 
of informal 
lectures to 


Edwin Way. 


A revised edition 
based on a series 
and informative 
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boys. Chapters on "reproduc- 
tive system," "sex attraction," 
"sex disorders," are more com- 
oie than in the old edition, 

liustrations are also improved. 
There ig an additional chapter, 
"scientific study" and a bib- 
sAogreeny of films, All this 
would make the revised edition 
a valuable purchase. 


Corner, George Washington. At- 


tainin womanhood: a doctor 
talks BS giris about sex. 1952. 


2d ed. rev. & enlarged. 112p, 
Illus, Harper, $1.50. 

612.6 

A companion volume to the 


author's ATTAINING MANHOOD, in 


that this book does for girls 
what the companion volume does 
for boys. The text “of the new 


edition is essentially the same 
except for the inclusion of a 
film omer she af and a more 
complete list of books in gen- 
eral bibliography. 
Kimbrough, Emily. 
Charley's Prema 1 
Tilus. Harper, $3. 
658.87 

An intimate account of how 
one employee, Miss Kimbrough, 
fared at Chicago's Marshail 
Field. She makes any occasion 
worth recalling, even the oc- 
casion of her first entrance 
back in 1923, With great good 
humor and only an _ occasional 
bite-back, she answers. the 


eternal pre cea "Why is a 
department store that-a-way?" 


Klein, Robert A. and Schuman, 
B. J. How to have _a_baby, 
techniques for fertile mar- 

15°86: 1951. 224p. Hermitage, 


612.6 

Recommended as scientifically 
correct and complete for those 
eople wi:o have the problem of 
infertil:ty. It is also in- 
tended for the newly married, 
Material is presented in such 
a way that it can be used by 
those wishing to limit the size 
of the family, Factual material 
is ows gee but does 
not take into account the emo- 


Through 
952. STp. 


tional factors involved, 


Lawford, Giovanna. The 
frame. ’ 1952, 95p. The human 
Duell, $3. 
611 
Without doubt this is the 


simplest discussion of the human 
frame in many years. The draw- 
ings are permis A of da Vinci, 
oul the descriptive text, while 
accurate, is nontechnical. 
Chapters on the head, vertebrae, 
torso, arms, legs, and the en- 
tire body comprise the book's 
structure, 


Meek, Lois Hayden. Your child's 


. — varink Pog 
165p. Illus. Lippincott, ° 
. ae 649.1 
Primarily a pictorial guide, 
this book fills a need as old 
as intelligent parenthood, The 
changes in this new edition are 
so few and slight that it is 
not recommended for purchase if 
you own the earlier edition. 


Robert E. The human 


Moore, 
i e o Pe 
Illus, Harper 3.95. 
" nantes 658.8 


Human relations in eosting is 
stressed in this book hat 
will not only be useful to 
sales people but to many others 
as well. Good advice, cleverly 
and ee hey se O presented, 
should make this title popular. 
The illustrations add much to 
the interpretaticn of some of 
the finer points. 


Taylor, Gordon Rattray. € 
vers an? 1952. She. 


658.3 or 331 

The problems of the factory 
worker as a part of the whole 
community are treated in this 
book, The author draws examples 
from capitalist America and so- 
cialist Britain. He is writing 
for workers in every field - 
mines, steel mills, factories, 


Houghton, ° 


offices of all kinds - sugges- 
ting the employees share in 
planning. Management and em- 


ployee will find e book useful. 


Fine Arts 


Mauldin, William, Siena. 
in's » 2962. 83p. 7 

ae | AR $5. 
740 or 940.53 


Bill Mauldin's war cartoons, 
439 of them, starring Joe and 
Willie, — of them are now 
classics, of course, in their 
field. More than half have 
never appeared before in book 
form. uldin's off-and-~-on 
bitterness and objectivity are 
trademarks well known to the 
reader, 


Moses, Anna Mary. 


festa my seit ahistery, eitted 
o Kallir,. 1952. 148p. 


y 

Illus, Harper, $3.50, 
759.1 or 921 

Qne feels, after reading this 
book, that Grandma Moses should 
have taken up writing as well 
as painting. The style is as 
fresh and clear cut as her 
paintings, since both are re- 
duced to their primitive essen- 
tials. Severai specimens of 
her handwriting and of her 
petets s conclude the book. 
ostalgic, elemental and almost 
childishly confidential, the 


book is a study in essential 
human dignity and goodness. 
Highly recommended. Would make 


a splendid combination for use 
with the film "Grandma Moses" 
available from Bureau of Visual 
Instruction. 


Rodman, Selden. Portrait of 
the artist as an American: Ben 
ahn, a biography with pic- 
tures. 1951. 180p. Illus. 

Harper, $6.50, 
759.1 or 921 


The title and subtitle des- 
cribe this book perfectly. 
Shahn's importance hinges not 
only on his personal celebrity 
as accreator but also on his 
influence upon others. He lived 
to witness his own triumph, a 
fate not given to all artists. 


Ulanov, Barry. ae of jazz 
i i 1952. p. Vi- 


kin De 
7 780.9 


A thorough yet nontechnical 
account of how American jazz 


began, changed, expanded or 
contracted, from earliest times 
to the present. Though many 


statements in this readable 
a will be challenged, the 
main theses are now matters of 
record which Ulanov duly re- 
cords. Themes, variations, te- 
calities, personalities - the 
author includes them all and 
makes no bones about his pref- 
erences and pet peeves. ists 
are exhaustive: peng bands 
recordings, types of music. A 
source book for the professional 
and the amateur. 


Literature 


Brooks, Van Wyck. Confident 

years 1985-2915. 1952. 627p. 
on, $6. 

810.9 

The ilast book ina _ chrono- 


logical series of five devoted 
to a critical survey of Ameri- 
can literature from Washington 
Irving to the First World War, 
This fifth volume pes a with 
Huneker and closes with Heming- 
way. An added chapter, a For- 
ward Glance, brings many things 
almost up to date. The teacher, 
the student, the writer and 
even the casual reader will 
find this series a work charac- 
terized by thoroughness, ac- 
curate sound judgment, and 
ood taste, One could wish Dr. 
rooks had a sixth volume, 
1915-1950, but such a thing is 
not to be. 


Clark, Thomas Curtis and Clark, 
Hazel Davis. i i oe 3 


an “a 1 e 4lzp. 
Association Press, $3.49. 

821.8 

The title is indicative, 

since the book contains 529 
poems by 282 poets, the vast 
majority of the poems having 
been written in this century, 


The poems are divided by ob- 
vious classifications, The in- 
dex is especially praiseworthy 
for reference purposes. 


Magill, Frank N., ed. with 








Kohler, Dayton and st ie 


aff. 

terpieces of world litera 
fa aigest-Tors. Tz. TT. 

arper, eID 

808.8 

A collection of the plots of 
510 plays, novels, tales and 
epic poems, certainly a godsend 
to the student, teacher, minis- 
ter, or public speaker looking 
for illustrative stories. The 
taste is Catholic and the style 
of presentation telegraphic, 


Author index only, but plot sunm- 
maries are arranged by title 
alphabetically. 
History 
Curti, Merle, and others. An 
ican hist 950." 2v. 


195). 
1340p. Illus. Harper, +38. 
"Above all, the investigation 
of the American past should 
romote understanding of Amer- 
ican Civilization and American 
issues of today," a quotation 
by the authors giving their 
justification for another his- 
oO of our country. In ad- 
dition to historical accuracy, 
the book contains challenges 
for us today, challenges which, 
in one form or another, were 
met in days gone by. This is 
not just another history, there- 
fore, despite the fact that it 
records facts and figures of 
the past. It is rather a plan 
of thinking, of action; of 
American thinking, of American 
action. Highly recommended. 


Easum, Chester V. Half-century 
of conflict 929p. I1- 


e 1952. 
Harper, $6. 
940.5 
A scholarly (yet eminently 

readable) history of the past 
fifty years by a University of 
Wisconsin professor of history. 
Intended primarily as a college 
text, the book is also useful 
and broad enough for the gen- 
eral reader, s theme for the 
twentieth century is conflict 
and few will disagree with that 
theme. Exceptionally illumi- 
nating ange add to the book's 
merits, ghly recommended. 


lus. 


Nyaradi, Nicholas, 
eat i COW. 
rowell, vie 


952, Pe 


947 
A personalized account of how 
things are done at the Kremlin, 
The author is a former Hungar- 
ian minister of finance and as 
such sat in council with the 
communist bigwigs. He lists 
failuresand successes of USSR; 
its future plans and how they 
affect us. Dr. Nyaradi is 
safely and happily located at 
Bradley Univesity in Illinois. 


Vestal, veenton. Queen of cow= 
towns: Dodge City, e wickedes 
littie oy in i ica - 1872- 
1886, 1952. 283p. Illus. 

Harper, $3.50. 


978.1 
Dodge City had everything - 
coneatidion ad, that is, Rng 
it's all here, recorded by a 
Rhodes scholar whose forte is 
this type of Americana, Even 
Hopalong Cassidy couldn't have 
cleaned this town up in less 
than the fourteen years it ac- 
tually took. After this book, 
Western fiction will seem tame. 


Description and Travel 


Branch, Newton, &d. This Bri- 

tain: tradition and achievement. 

n.d. 152p. Illus. ape, es 
14, 


Articles by twelve outstand- 
ing British writers on phases 


of British life as varied as 
heavy industry, humor, land- 
scape, handicrafts, pageantry, 


and sport, All are SWteeee Nias, 
some very enlightening. The 
excellent black-and-white and 
color illustrations account for 
the rather high price. 


Brown, Margery Finn. Over a 
th lence, American I00ks 
apan. 51. 239p. Morrow, 
$3.50, 
915.2 
This is a purely personal rec- 
ord of an Army wife located in 
Japan for almost two years 
during the early occupation of 


the American troops. Her rec- 
ord ends with a plea that we 


make the most of our opportuni- 
ties to get Japan "on our side." 
Highly recommended. 


deCastro, Josue. (eusraphy of 
Tiger 1952. 3 Pp. eC, 
eles 911.3 


The Brazilian scientist and 
active member of the United 
Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization has written this 
study of the world's hunger 
ee. His recommendations 

nclude high level production, 
reduction of trade restrictions 
and government and private ca- 
pital investments in underpri- 
vileged areas. 


Dusenbury, George and Dusenbury, 
boo How to rejire to Florida, 
ed. ° - Harper 

$2.75. : 
’ 917.59 
Like its 1947 predecessor, 
this book is practical and al- 
most analytical, As between 
the two, the 1952 revised edi- 
tion is better in these re- 
spects: it is longer, more de- 
tailed, prices are brought up 
to date, and "case" histories 
are fuller and more significant. 


Ghase, Sudhindra Nath, caagse 
; Qo e 1. Pe 
us. cmillan, $3.50. 


This continues the autobio- 
graphy begun in AND GAZELLES 
G, not in continuous nar- 
rative, but with episodes, le- 
yaa, and folk beliefs of vil- 
age life in India of a boy be- 
tween twelve and sixteen. The 
charm and interest of the book 
is enhanced by the white-on- 
black illustrations of Shrimati 
Arnalsali E. Carlile. 


The age 
true ales 


1952. 246p. 


Hall, James Norman, 
; and other 

of ‘the South Seas. 

Little, $3.50, 


919 
Personal experiences and char- 
acter sketches of people the 


author has known in his thirty 
nes in the South Seas. The 
dographical sketch of Robert 
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Dean Frisbie is especially in- 


teresting. It was published in 
the ATLANTIC. 
Kates, George Norbert. Years 


that wore fat: senile Ts3s- 
. Bs o . , 


915.1 
A retrospective account of ah 
American who, for all intents 
and purposes, had become a 
Chinese and lived in Peking for 
seven years prior to Pearl Har- 
bor. He looks back on those 
yore with a wistfulness renin- 
scent of Hilton's LOST HORIZON. 
He rightly says those days have 
one forever, but he has cap- 
fared the grace and whimsy bet- 
ter than any American to date. 


Recommended, especially for 
travel lovers. : 
Mowat, Farley. Pibee vd lS 
descr. 1952. 344p. Illus. 
ttle, $4. 
917.12 
This book recounts the tra- 


vels and findings of a man ex- 
Ploring the barren territory 
northwest of Hudson Bay. The 
eople livi there numbered 
tee thousand fess than 50 years 
ago, et eae | they number 

siightty over forty. The rea- 
son for this decline is Mowat's 
urpose in writing this book, 
ifficult to classify, this 
book is unique and is superbly 
written, 


Reese, William Emmet. Around- 
= g: letters to 
Mickey, 1952. 


. 35 199p. Illus. 
osition + 
bai ; 915.28 
Letters of a doting uncle lo- 
cated in the Islands. 
Reese was a director of finance 
for the American Military Gov- 
ernment there for almost three 
years following V-Day. The 
letters form an inconsecutive 
series of yarns and impressions 
about the islanders, the Japa- 
nese, and even Chinese, 


Ripley, Dillon. Puen Grenaeaae 
spiny lobbler, an adventure in 
Nepal, 1952. 


301p. Illus, 
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Houghton, $4. 
ps tag 915.42 


Travels to a naturalist's 
inh gaa - the forbidden land 
hat only a few Americans or 


Europeans have ever seen. Dil- 


lon Ripley, American ornitholo- 
gist, tells more about the 
peoples and customs of Nepal 


than just the story of birds, 
An unusual travel book. 


Biography 
Browne, Douglas G., and Tullett, 
5 5c 


E, V. Scalpel of Scotland Yard: 
the 1ife oF Sir Bernard Spiis- 


bury. 1952. 503p. Illus, 
Dutton, $5. 
921 
fhe story of England's fore- 


most scientific detective, told 
chronologically and with no re- 


straint whatever. Spilsbury's 
testimony in certain cases - 
Crippen, Seddon, Voison, Col. 


Armstrong, to name but a few - 
was the difference between con- 
viction and release. With mi- 
croscope, spectroscope, and 
scalpel, this flesh-and-blood 
Sherlock Holmes forever set a 
pattern of deducing evidence in 
criminal cases. In its field, 
this book takes top rank. 


Cronin, Archibald Joseph. Ad- 
e res in wo wo « 3032. 
p. cGraw-Hill, $4. 


921 

This is the autobiography of 

a man who worked for years as a 
practicing physician, gave it 
up, began writing exclusively - 
hence, the "two worlds."' Chap- 
ters will reveal the reasons 
for giving up medicine to begin 
writing professionally, Though 


it answers er questions rea- 
ders would ask, it leaves un- 
answered many more. Dr. Cronin 


has eight novels to his credit 
and this autobiography. 


Day, Dorothy. The long loneli- 
ness, the autopeegTePay of 
e 88p. 


Doroth Day. 195 
Y 53.46. 


Harper, 
921 
The Meglaning and the end of 
a woman who finally stumbled, 


like Tolstoy, from unfaith to 
faith. It is an old theme, to 
be sure, but Miss Day's ability 
at understatement and restraint 
(and therefore eloquence) lifts 
this poignant story far above 
the run-of-the-mill story of 
conversion. The woodcuts by 
Fritz Eichenberg are atmospheric 
and Dorothy Day's "Postscript" 
is a fitting conclusion. 


Gunther, John. Eisenhower: the 
man and the symbol. 1952. I8Up. 
Harper, $2.00. 

ithe 921 

One man's opinion about a 
great soldier. Mr. Gunther 
seems less a 2 than a 
booster, and, intended or not, 
the book is released just at 
the moment when it will expand 
the General's political chances 
for nomination for president on 
the Republican ticket this sum- 
mer. » will it? 


Jackson, Alice F., and Jackson, 
Bettina. Three hundred years 
American, the epic of a family 
rom seventeenth-century New 
England to twentieth-century 
Midwest. 1951. 368p. Illus. 
State Historical Society of 
Wisconsin, $4, _ 


The story of an American fam- 
ily beginning with their roots 
in En Tad more than 400 years 
ago, The use of old documents - 
wills, deeds, marriage and 
birth certificates, entries in 
old family Bibles, old letters, 
weathered gravestones - all 
played a part in preparation of 
this story, Readable Americana, 


Patterson, Rebecca. Riddle of 
Emily Dickinson. 1951. 4394p. 
Secaktca, $4.50. 
921 
This compelling and authori- 
tative study of Emily Dickinson 
solves one problem about her, 
only to leave a deeper — 
in the reader's mind, She was 
not insane, any more than was 
Walt Whitman or Edgar Allan Poe. 
Her verse, as fresh today as 
ever and almost as inexplicable, 
will mean more following this 





explanation by Mrs. Patterson. 


Truax, Rhoda. The Doctors Ja- 
Pe 1952. ° e, 
rete 920 


A readable biography of Mary 
Putnam Jacobi and her husband 
Dr. Abraham Jacobi. Mary was 
the daughter of George Palmer 
Putnam, the publisher. She was 
allowed more freedom than most 
porte of her time and pursued 

er studies in medicine, bere 
the first woman to be admitte 
to the renowned Ecole do Medi~ 
cine in Paris. Dr. Abraham Ja- 
cobi advanced the cause of - 
diatrics in his adopted country 
- America, 


Fiction 
Auchincloss, Louis. 


Dame 
1952. 284p. Houghton, ° 


A novel which is but a little 
heavier than light fiction. Shy 
to the point of distraction, 
heyy learns last of all how to 

ve with herself. She and her 
husband, on separate occasions 
and for different reasons, vio- 
late their marriage vows. Their 
deliberate solution of this sit- 
uation will be regarded by 
some as.casual, by others as 
inevitable; by some as childish, 
by others as adult - depending 
upon the viewpoint, 


Bax, Roger. A grave 
murder, 1951. Pe ry 
o e 


A "who-dunit" with an English 
> sea one unusual 
twist, 


Boucher, Anth and McComas, 

J. Francis, 

and . e 1952, 
Pe e, ° ry 


A series of t 
MAGAZINE OF FANTASY AND SCIENCE 
FICTION, selected with at 
care by two of the~best of the 
science fiction writers. They 
go back to Daniel Defoe and 


stories from 
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Charles Dickens, and as re- 
cently as Fletcher Pratt and 
Gerald Heard. Those who think 
the subjects are exhausted need 
this collection to revive their 


interest. 
Bridge, Ann. The dark oe 
1952. 337p. an, o We 
A novel set in Turkey during 
World War I and the Revolution 
which followed it, Historical 
characters blend with those of 
fiction to form a tale of inter- 
national intrigue. All the ele- 
ments of a Graustark are here. 
Exciting. 


Caldwell, Erskine. The_courting 
6: —- 1952. 202p. 


ell, ° 


Acoallection of short stories, 
the first of which gives the 
book its title. Some of these 
stories were written in the 
early thirties and are no bet- 
ter now than they were then, 
Magazines published most of 
them, as indicated, and in the 
honest words of Caldwell: "They 
liave been dormant." Readers 
may recall "The Sick Horse," 
"Balm, of Gilead," "Uncle Jeff," 
and ‘Thunderstorma." Recent 
Caldwell converts will welcome 
this collection, all others 
will wonder, 


Carey, Ernestine Gilbreth. - 
ie . 1952. 33 
rowell, a 


An amusing yarn about how a 
salesgirl saved her job by 
creating a new toy - a rocking- 
feats called Jumping Jupiter, 

Se eg | satirized sales cam- 

aigns, big store politics, and 

oyalty to the boss. Not pro- 
found but it cuts on enough 
to illustrate the point. 


the 


Ehrlich, Max. § 
§52, °210p. er, 


web, 1 


A crackerjack suspense story, 
told by a man who, if he keeps 
his pace, will rival Ellery 








Queen and Anthony Boucher, To 

date, Ehrlich has concentrated 
on radio and television myster- 
ies, This pre moves fast, and 
at the end he leaves the reader 
with a challenge. A must for 


mystery fans. 





Foley: Martha, ed. The best of 
the best American short stories, 
a ss 7 © Pe ougn- 
ton, $3.70. 


As the title indicates, the 
cream of the ems O'Brien 
series, 1915-1950, containing 
25 short stories, most of which 
have literary merit and more 
than ordinary interest. The 
authors almost comprise the 
who's who of short fiction 
since World War I. Objections 
about omissions and inclusions 
have been raised, of course, 
but any list would be criti- 
cized. 


Haycox, Ernest, 


Earthbreakers,. 
1952, 405p. Little, 35°80" 


This story is a otters in 
style and scope for Mr. Haycox. 
Forsaking the usual Western 

ye Feet formula, he fic- 
tionizea the settlement of Bear 
Creek, Oregon, in 1845, and 

does a masterly job of it. 
Highly recommended, 


Jonas, Carl. Jefferson Sel- 
- 1952, 303p. Little, 


A ———— businessman, 
with a heart condition, faces 
certain and almost immediate 
death. His life had been pretty 
ordinary ones pleasant up to 
this time. As partner in a 
small manufacturing business in 
the Middle West his life was 
typical of many another. Look- 
ing backward at his life he 
dictates to a tape recorder, 
His doctor translates the rec- 
ord after Selieck's death and 
his comments add much to the 
story. Here is a current Rab- 
bitt, as lovable, as misunder- 
stood, and as ineffectual as 
the original by Sinclair Lewis, 


ney Mary. Groves of Aca- 
dene. $52, 30Zp. Harcourt, 


The involved account of an 
academic witch hunt, and how a 
self-designated Communist bears 
up under it, This tempest in a 
teapot - or vice versa - has 
its good moments, though they 
are few and far between. One 
is almost tempted to ask: So 
what? 


Nelson, Truman, Sin o = 
het. 1952. 4950p. ittle, 
? e e 


A runaway Negro slave is cap- 
tured in Boston in 1854 and re- 
turned South to his owner. But 
before he is, a champion of hu- 
man rights, Theodore Parker, 
defends the Negro, and loses, 
It was the last loss of the New 
England group of abolitionists 
who set out to overthrow the 
Fugitive Slave Act. Parker is 
the "prophet who sinned" in 
this fictionized account of a 
real incident. Recommended. 


ga Basil. 
pons: 951. 284p. 
ess, $3. 


A domestic comedy, uncompli- 
cated by the ae gre of 
the —< opera. Canadian fam- 
ily of five must abandon cer- 
tain individual plans when the 
father dies. What each Penning- 
ton does, and why, will interest 
the reader. 


Queen, Ellery, pseud,. 
ye erin. 1953,” 248p. 
2.79. 

A series of mysteries and 
"“who-dunits" by Frederic Dan- 
nay and Manfred B. Lee, alias 
Ellery Queen, Using the device 
of the calendar, the book is a 
record uf Queen's solutions for 
a “twelvemonth." Actually, 
they are shorter novels, some 
of them_ written as long ago as 
1946. For any mystery fan. 


Raine, William Mac Leod, 


The Penning- 
Westminster 


Calendar 
Little, 


Jus- 


tice comes to Tomahawk. 1952. 
2495p. Sette. $2.50. 


Kidnaping and multiple mur- 


ders terrorize Tomahawk until 
Jeff Carr, himself a_ suspect, 
rights things. Mr. Raine has 


never written an ordinary Wes- 
tern, but this latest is cer- 
tainly among his top ten. 


Remarque, Eric Maria, ark o 
dite. 1952. 365p. >t eton, 


A harrowing story of a Nazi 
concentration camp, and of its 
break-up with the coming of the 
Americans in the spring of 1945, 
Remarque stresses the idea that 
only death can snuff out the 
spark of life. He proves it, 
conclusively. This book may 
well be the Nazi expose’ to end 
all Nazi exposes. Certainly it 
is the most heart-rending and 
sickening, yet authenticated, 
account of Hitlerian victims in 
print. 


Rinehart, Mary Roberts. The 
immi - 1962. 9312p. 
Rinehart, $3. 


A murder-mystery told in the 
first person, with all of Mrs, 
Rinehart's gal and polished 
technique. fhe body of an un- 
known woman - unknown at first, 
of course - is discovered, and 
then complications set in, 
Guaranteed to entertain the 
mystery fan. 


Scott, Thurston, i 
Harper, 


° 1. 212p. 
A novel of convicts and ex- 


convicts of San Quentin prison, 
It = told in Bs first ary 
by Rogaway, prison psychologist. 
The | tnaticats themselves © aré 
trivial, yet their inception 
and conclusion are difficult to 
ferret out or understand. The 
title is obvious, almost before 
roa Not intended as a 
guide for understanding either 
prison psychology or the in- 
mates, C IT WITH HONEY will 
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keep the reader interested un- 
til the end. 


Stafford, Jean. the Kavierige 
yee 1952. 281p. Harcourt, 


The title symbolizes the con- 
flicts in the minds of Cather- 
ine Congreve and the 12-year- 
old son of John Shipley, the 
husband of her best friend, who 
is urging her to elope with 
him, as well as providing the 
actual climax of the ed An 
excellent psychological study. 


Turnbull, Agnes Sligh. The gown 
° Aees2. 4835. Hough- 
ton, $3.75. 

A pleasant story of aminister 
and his family in a _ country 
village fifty years ago. There 
are the we and downs of normal 
family life, as well as those 
due to being the preacher's fam 
ily. Recommended for any li- 
brary. 


Walker, 
1952. 


David ° 


The —_pijlar. 
313p. Houghton, e 


The story of six totally dif- 
ferent men being unified tem- 
ee by their sojourn in a 

rman prisoner-of-war — in 
the Second World War. As might 
be expected, a comradeship 
sprang from this event, and, 
symbo eret a pillar was 
erected to it. How this pillar 
was shattered forms the impor- 
tant point of the story. 





1951 STATUTES NOW AVAILABLE 





Each public library may re- 
ceive a free copy of these stat- 


utes by sending its request to 
Mr. Francis X. Ritger, Director 
of Purchases, State Capitol 


Building, Madison, 
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BOOKS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 


Selected and Annotated by Elizabeth Burr 





For Younger Children 





Brown, Margaret Wise. Where 
have you been? 1952, 28p. II- 





Tus. Crowell, $1.25. 


"Rhythmical and repetitious 
text, suggestive of Mother 
Goose, wi six short lines on 
one page and the picture on the 
opposite page extending over 
the text. The fourteen animals 
and birds are pictured by Bar- 
bara Cooney in black and white 
relieved with red. Good paper 
and binding. Recommended for 
2 - 4-year-olds." Juanita Wal- 
ker, Superior Public Library in 
L Y JOURNAL. 


Crowley, Maude. and the 
Pe a ae 
llus. ord, $2.25. 

A satisfying Christmas story 
of whether there is a Santa 
Claus, told about the matter-of 
-fact 8-year-old boy of Marble- 
head, Massachusetts, who de- 
lighted boys and girls with his 
dry humor in AZOR and AZOR AND 
THE HADDOCK. Grades 3-4. 


Davis, Lavinia (Riker). Summe 
i 951. 48p. US» 

oubleday, |[paper-covered boards 
with cloth backbone,, $2. 


Summer is fun on grandpa's 
farm for the twins, tipp and 
Gil, but it is climaxed the day 
that they find the Indian trace 
and are able to bring their 
lame friend, Kenny, over it in 
his express wagon to see the 
young farm animals. Hildegard 

oodward's enchanting pictures 
of the boys, the animals, and 
the woods make this a companion 
outdoor picture book to ROGER 
AND THE FOX and the WILD BIRTH- 
DAY CAKE. 


Fatio, Louise, Anna, the horse 

es 43p. TIlus. Aladdin 

paper ae 5 bds. with cloth 
9 


backbone $1.75; library edi- 


tion, $2.25. 


An easy ey | story for all 
small lovers of horses. Sally's 
father maintained that horses 
were anachronisms but discovered 
that horses can be useful even 
in today's world. Christmas 
brings Sally a horse to care 
for and enjoy. Grades 3-4, 


Johnson, Margaret Sweet. Bria 
‘ collie 1952. 92p. Tiius. 
orrow, $2, 


The experiences of the golden 
collie, Briar, first in her 
Irish home, then in the Ameri- 
can show ring and in the Maine 
home where she finally finds a 
beloved mistress are told in 
the same readable style with 
large print of the other John- 
son titles. Good for remedial 
use as well as grades 3-5, 


Olds, Elizabeth, Feather moun- 
an, #951, ‘32p. uS. 


oughton, $2. 


Based on an Iroquois Indian 
folk tale, this delightful pic- 
ture book tells of the long ago 
time when birds were pink and 
naked and had no feathers at 
all and how they got their 
feathers. Distinctive illus- 
trations in black-and-white and 
soft color, 


Renick, Marion, Nicky's foot- 
« 1951. 1125p. Illus, 


cribner, $2, 


This lively football story is 
for still a younger age grou 
than the author's other’ spor 
stories, Seven, eight, and 
nine-year-olds will welcome the 


hints on playing the game and 

pee determination to have a 

football team, 

Tensen, Ruth M,. C fe) € 
i 1951. 37p. Illus, 


ei1] & Lee |paper covered 
bas. $2. 


This aged photographic pic- 
ture book with primer vocabular 
follows the plan and format 
the author's previous COME TO 
THE FARM and COME TO THE Z00. 
Excellent not on for social 
studies material but for first 
and second graders to read in- 
dependently for fun. 


Tresselt, Alvin R. 
ro aper covere Sew 
cloth Cackeenel, We. 


The story of the autumn sea- 
son is told with word pictures 
and striking illustrations in 
this picture book which con- 
pletes the author-illustrator's 
cycle of seasonal picture books, 

od for reading aloud to pre- 
school and kindergarten ages. 


t - 


For Older Boys and Girls 





Bannon, Laura, Ag he oe 
houseboat 1951. Pp. us, 
itman, $2.50, 


"Amusing and atmospheric ntoey 
of a retired circus horse tha 
was a delight to his young 
owner but an annoyance to the 
neighbors, Gil thought his 
problems would be solved by 
stabling Scalawag on a con- 
verted barge in the harbor, but 
it was not until Scal stole the 
show in the centennial pageant 
that people began referring to 
Scal as the horse instead of 
that horse. The scene is a bay 
village in Marin County, Cali- 
ne BOOKLIST. Grades 4 - 
Chrystie, Frances N. First 
book of igkes, 1951. 53D. 
Illus, Watts, $1.75. 

793 
"The jokes and rhymes are 
really good and funny, but the 
riddles are not especially so, 
Arrangement of riddies is con- 
fusing." Emma al Sos Librarian, 
Nakoma School, Grades 4-7, 


Davis, Lavinia (Riker). Sandy's 
"1951... 246p. Titus 
Teabledey, $2.50. 
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Sandy discovers soon after he 
arrives in Virginia for a sum- 
met vacation that his coming is 
not welcomed by the younger 
Trowbridges, Horses and a mys- 
tery provide the common in- 
terests. that develop real 
friendship and a summer of fun 

excitement. Will appeal to 
both horse and mystery story 
enthusiasts and has value for 
boys and girls learning to know 
— like each other. Grades 


Martin, Frances Gardiner (McEn- 
tee). Nine tal of Raven 


e a 8S. er es 
TPOFs 398 


"In these Indian tales of their 
ancestors, Raven, the Hero, was 
a huge bird that had the super- 
natural power of changing his- 
self into various forms - as a 
baby, or as a shaman, according 


to his desire. His wish to 
pe, gaa led him into man 
exciting adventures in whic 


are both magic and mystery, The 
tales are concise and hold 
one's attention to the close. 
The illustrations are colorful 
and unusual, Children from the 
third ane and up would be 
fascinated by these tales.* 
Mildred Gunderson, Librarian, 
Washington School. 


Oldrin, John, Ihe round meadow, 
US e ’ 


951.  80p. 
$2.50, ? 


"A sensitive and unsenti- 
mental story of an orphaned 
fawn growing up, told without 
dialogue, from the animal's 


point of view. For the first 
nine months of his life Dasher 
has been kept ina stall ina 
barn, Removed to another fara, 
Dasher was encouraged to explore 
first his own enclosure and 
then the fields and woods be- 
yond, until, having adual 

learned to take care of himself, 
he was released in a forest to 


live a free natural life, 
Lovely illustrations." BOOK- 
LIST. Grades 4 - 6,. 

Le Sueur, Meridel, Chanticle 
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$f i ldgencas road 1951, 160p. 
Illus, nopf, soUs 

921 

The author describes Dav 

Crockett, as “one of the hack- 
ers, hunters, swingers of the 
axe, the builders, tall talkers, 
long walkers into the sunset, a 
terror to kings, one of the 
first-rate men of Wilderness 
koad, half horse, half alliga- 
tor, and a sprinkling of steam- 
boat and such as Sent grow 
anywhere on the face of the 
universal earth, just about the 
backbone of America." A blen- 
ding of fact and legend told in 
the vernacular of the tall tale. 
Grades 5 - 8, 


Osborne, Chester G. j 
bow and fe} 1951. 88p. 
us. Wilcox, $2.50. 

"An nant ae and realistic 
story about e discovery of 
the first bow and arrow as wea- 
pons. Other '‘'firsts' by this 
author will follow soon," 
Gladys Rains, Children's Li- 
brarian, Madison Free Library, 
The Middle Magdalenian period 
is well pictured in this easily 
read story which is attrac- 
tively illustrated by pencil 
drawings. Grades 4 - e. 


Rounds, 
1951. 
$ 


Glen. 


Hunted horses. 
156p. Illus, Holiday, 


"An absorbing and moving 
tale, with humans appearing 
only as enemies, of a Cand of 
wild horses and their crafty 
stallion leader holding their 
own against constant danger and 
their many enemies - nature, 
other wild animals, and men- 
in the high desert country of 
the West. Vigorous black-and- 
white illustrations." BOOK- 
LIST. Grades 4 - 8, 


Semrad, Alberita R. The zoo. 
1951. 7p. Illus. Rand 
[paper covered bds.], $2. 
; §91.5 
Favorite zoo animals are pre- 
sented both in text which gives 
the details about their life in 


the zoo and in the wilds, and 


in photographs placed against 
drawings of their zoo back- 
grounds. Useful to read aloud 
before or after visits to the 

zoo, Grades 4 - 6. 
Wheeler, Opal. Hans Andersen, 
J e Pe 

Tilus. Dutton, $3. 
921 


"A sympathetic biography ot 
the great storyteller, together 
with the retelling of seven of 
his stories, Illustrations in 
two colors by Henry Pitz en- 
liven the text." Gladys Rains, 
Children's Librarian, Madison 
Free Library. This is for the 

ounger children who are reading 

is fairy tales rather than 
being as comprehensive as_ the 
Burnett and Proudfit biogra- 
phies. Grades 4 - 6. 


Zim, Herbert Spencer. Lightnin 
‘ tee. on ee 
Morrow, $2, 


551.5 
"As excellent as Mr. Zim's 
others, this book is unusual: 


each page is built on the prin- 


ciples set forth on the pre- 
ceding pages, Subject is fas- 
cinating to children, and if 


they stay with the aithor while 
he gives the necessary facts of 
thermodynamics and ee ae 
they will be rewarded.... 

interest to all children, but 
only those over ten or eleven 
could read it for themselves." 
Nina Chasteen, Brooklyn, New 


York, Children's Museum, in 
LIBRARY JOURNAL. 
For_Young People 


Allen, Merritt Parmelee. Johnny 
Reb. 1952. 250p. Longmaris, 
eg 


A South Carolina boy joins 
the cavalry under Wade Hampton 
because of his devotion to the 
man who has’ befriended him, 
Ezra's growth from araw re~ 
cruit to a real cavalryman un- 
der the —— of estival 
Jones and the two men's hatred 
of war, lightened with the lar- 


king and joking of men in ser- 
vice and heightened by the 

heartache of war itself, make a 
memorable story in this por- 
trayal of the Southern cause, 
A well-written companion book 
to the author's WHITE FEATHERS. 
Grades 7 - 9, 


The American Girl, op ny honor ; 
selected and edited by Marjorie 
Vetter 1951,  229p. ton 

mans, $2.75, 


A collection of twent sto- 
ries from the AMERICAN GIRL, 
not about Girl Scouts as_ such 


but exemplifying the Girl Scout 
code of ethics as stated in the 


Girl Scout laws. Grades 7 - 9. 


Balch, Glenn, Indian Fur, 
1951. 248p. Illus. rowell, 
$2.75. 


"An exciting adventure story 
of a courageous boy in the far 
West during the days when fur 
was the means of exchange. Good 
examples of perseverance and 
friendship, Successful ending, 
Will become very popular with 
boys who like tales of daring 
and courage." Miriam Maxwell, 
Librarian, West Junior High 
School. Grades 6 - 9. 


Not without 
8p. US. 


Best, wet th 
danger. 1951. 
Viking, $2.50, 


Pre-Revolutionary War Jamaica 
is the background for this 
story of a 16-year-old who, 
running away from his brother's 
autocratic Connecticut home, 
finds himself a stowaway on a 
smuggler and escapes to become 
a bookkeeper on a sugar planta- 
tion, With the aid of another 
bookkeeper Dort exposes the 
overseer's villainy to the ab- 
sentee English owner, The ac- 
tion and suspense will appeal 
to junior and senior high 


school boys. 
Gilman. Raga- 
3 206p. 


Butters, Dorothy 
j e 1951, 


Macrae, 00, 
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A od and amusing junior 
novel that brings a diversified 
group of people who live in a 
boardinghouse on Ragamuffin 

alley in Philadelphia together 


‘to operate a puppet theater. 


Grades 7 - 10, 
Davies, ee 


The young mar- 
51. 2718p. iTtus. 


odd, $2.75. 


"Romance and adventure for the 
teen-ager in the Isle of Malta 
during Napoleonic days. His- 
torical background, well writ- 
ten." Jennie T. Schrage. 
Grades 7 - 9, 


Big Foot 


a 
essner, 


921 
"A biography of William Alex- 
ander Anderson Wallace that 
reads almost like a tall tale 
and adds an exciting chapter to 
the history of Texas. The 
story begins with Wallace's 
birth in Virginia but the major 
portion is concerned with his 
art in the work of the Texas 
Ran ers, and his captivity in 
Mexico. A vigorous, exciting 
account that holds the reader's 
interest from beginning to end.” 
BULLETIN OF THE CHILDREN'S BOOK 
CENTER, University of Chicago, 
Grades 7 - 9. 


Garst, Doris Shannon. 


32°78 184p. Illus. 


Huon de Bordeaux. Huon of the 
horn, 1951. 208p. Harcourt, 
i 398 


"“Retelling of a little known 


legend from the Corl 
Saga. Huon, the Duke of Bor- 
deaux, became friends with 


Oberon while attempting to per- 
form a series of tasks imposed 
on him by Charlemagne and even- 
tually succeeded Oberon as king 
of fairyland.... Told with 


much the same vigor and drama 
that have made Howard Pyle's 
stories favorites through the 


ears." BULLETIN OF THE CHIL~ 
REN'S BOOK CENTER, University 
of Chicago. Grades 6 - 9. 
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Kalashnikoff, Nicholas. e 
. 1951, 136p. I1Tus, 
cribner, $2. 


"Because he became the friend 
and defender of a herd of wild 
rans Turgen, a kindly once-res- 
pected man een, alone in the 
mountains of northeastern Si- 
beria, was called a _ sorcerer 
and was shunned by the people 
of the valley. Turgen's stead- 
fastness, despite the gossip, 
injustice and loneliness, in 
his love and care of the rams 
and in his faith in God, and 
the promise of a good, new life 
with the loyal widow Marfa and 
her children, make an unusual 
and moving story. Both the 
Seage and the illustrations 
have strength and as anaes 
BOOKLIST. Grades 6 - 9, 


Catherine Owens. 
re 1951. 
Vanguard, $2.75. 
921 


_ JUNIOR REVIEWERS says, "this 
is one of the best books pub- 
lished in 1951. Catherine 

Peare always does a good, 

thorough job, but this time 
there is a deep enthusiasm sur- 
ging through her prose which is 
matched only by that of Mrs, 
Bethune herself." Ma McLeod 
Bethune is one of the great 
Negro leaders of our time and 
also a great American who has 
done much for the betterment of 
— in the United States, 

ades 7 - 10, 


Peare, 


2aoe 


Gertrude 


Hoof. 1951.  220p. 
Oxford, $2.50. 7 


"Because of his slight build 
and twisted right arm aeney 
Tucker was of no use to Genera 
Washington's army as a fighti 
soldier, but as fifer and scou 
the fifteen-year-old lad, with 
his horse Smoking Hoof, served 
his country with valor during 
the Revolutiona War. An ab- 
sorbing story written with con- 
siderable vigor; somewhat dif- 
ferent from other stories of 
the Revolution in its realistic 


Robinson Smoking 
j Illus. 


period and o 


portrayal of some aspects of 
any life." BOOKLIST. Grades 
Scoggin, Margaret C. Theoden 
Bo #951. 298p. Knopf, 
"These thrilling episodes 
from the adventures of such 
well-known writers as Raymond 


Ditmars, Carl Akeley and Edward 
Elisbert, are well chosen to 
captivate the interest of junior 
and senior high school boys," 
Priscilla Gilbert, Librarian, 
Emerson School. 


Welty, S. F. Knight's ransom, 
a 240p. Wilcox & Follett, 


"Sixteen-year-old Vahl Thor- 
finnson grew up in Paris where 
his father had been head fal- 
coner for the Duke of Burgundy. 
The story takes him on the dis- 
astrous crusade against the 
Turks at Nicopolis, to Green- 
land where he helped capture 
eight white falcons, and again 
to Bursa to ransom the Chris- 
tain knights held captive by 
the Turks, The story is almost 
too swift-paced at times but it 
does give a good picture of the 

f life in Greenland 
after that colony has been al- 
most completely abandoned by 
Norway." BULLETIN OF THE CHIL~ 
DREN'S BOOK CENTER, University 
of Chicago, Grades 7 - 9. 


Woodham - Smith, Cecil Blanche. 
. 1951.  255p. 
Illus. Whittlesey, $3. ill 


"An abridged edition of the 
biography of Florence Nightin- 
gale for the ture readers 
who want fewer details. Less 
attention is given to her later 
years when she had given up 
nursing and was effecting her 
reforms." BOOKLIST 
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LIBRARY VACANCIES 





- Edith Rechcygl, Li- 
rarian,. 


Children's librarian, L.S. 
FP ps Salary depends on qual- 
ifications and training. Pre- 
sent salary schedule range $230 
-$300, Wisconsin Municipal Re- 
tirement Plan, four weeks' vaca- 
tion, adequate sick leave. 39- 
hour, S-day week, Children's 
librarian under supervision of 
head librarian; to have full 
charge of children's department 
and the school extension, 


ation, Roths- 
- Write . ochroeder, 
upervisor, Female Salaried 


Placement Personnel Division, 
Marathon Corporation, Menasha, 
Wisconsin, 

Technical librarian trained 
in wT science and chemis- 
try, knowledge of French and 
German. Interesting position, 
Each employee given life in- 
surance, disability insurance, 
weekly sickness benefits, hos- 
pitalization and surgical bene- 
fits. Salary $260 to $300 a 
bs yoke depending on qualifica- 

ions. 


tniversity of Minnesota Library 
School - . B. Stanford, Acting 


irector, Division of Library 





Instruction, Minneapolis 14, 
Minnesota, 
Candidates for full-time 


teaching yoni thes starting Sep- 
tember 15, 1952, Teac ing 
courses in Public Library Ad- 
ministration, oeeiee Guidance 
Sources of Information about 
Library Materials and possibly 
some reference and bibliograph 
sections, Qualifications: a 
least a 5-year program of higher 
education including a Library 
Science degree (preferably a 
Master's degree), successful 
professional experience in pub- 
lic library work (including 
some county or extension ser~ 
vice, if possible), some exper- 
ience in book selection, admin- 
istration, and reading guidance. 
Minimum salary $400 per month 


for nine months. Summer 
teaching means additional sal- 
ary. 


- Esther Regli, Li- 
brarian,. 


Trained-children's librarian, 
L.S. degree, starting salary 
$3,480, 


There will be a rape | in 
the head librarianship of Reeds- 
burg Public Library, July 1, 
1952, mt re pedi in rg og ag 
this position app o Mrs, 
Catharine Quimby, Srestdent of 
the Board, Reedsburg. 





JUNIOR MEMBERS 
PLACEMENT SERVICE 





The Junior Members Roundtable 
voted at their Midwinter Meet- 
ing to establish a Junior Menm- 
bers Placement Service, as both 
an inducement for membership in 
their organization, and as a 
service to libraries cooking 
young librarians for their staf 
vacancies, 


The establishment of the 
Placement Service was made pos- 
sible by grants from several 
state associations. 


The service will operate as 
follows: 


Libraries with a position va- 
comey will submit a_ job des- 
cription to the Junior Members 
Placement Service with a 
filing fee. These data will be 
collected, published bi-monthly, 
and distributed to all Junior 
Members gratis, and on a sub- 
scription basis to nonmembers. 


All libraries are encouraged 
to make use of this service, and 
thereby support the Juniors in 
their activities. Correspon- 
dence should be addressed to 
Miss Elizabeth Spindler, Texas 
Co. Library, Houston, Missouri, 





Winchell, Constance M. Guide 
7th ed. 
951. 6772p. ‘American Library 


Association, $10. 


A selected list of 5500 basic 
reference materials in general 
and special subject fields, in- 
cluding works in English and 
foreign languages, has just 
been published by the American 
Library Association, It is the 
seventh edition of the GUIDE TO 
REFERENCE BOOKS edited by Con- 
stance M. Winchell - completely 
revised, reorganized, enlarged, 
and redesigned. 

The history of the GUIDE TO 
REFERENCE BOOKS now covers half 
a century, First published 
fifty years ago as the GUIDE TO 
THE SrbDy AND USE OF REFERENCE 
BOOKS by Alice Bertha Kroeger, 
this pioneer work achieved im- 
mediate success. For thirty 
years it was constantly en- 
larged and revised by Isadore 
Gilbert Mudge, outstanding au- 


thority on reference books. 
According to the present edi- 


tor, this seventh edition of 
the GUIDE TO REFERENCE BOOKS is 
based on the sixth edition pub- 
lished in 1936 but lists an 
additional fifteen hundred en- 
tries - in all, 5500 currently 
useful reference works. Other 
improvements include descriptive 
and evaluative annotations for 
more of the titles, many more 
introductions to separate sec- 
tions, expanded sections in 

science and technology, and an 
improved and expanded index. 





WE ARE LOOKING FOR COPIES OF 
PUBLIC LIBRARY STAFF MANUALS 
POLICY MANUALS, TRUSTEE MANUALS, 
AND RAPHIC ANNUAL LIBRARY RE- 


IF THERE IS A CHARGE, 
NOTIFY US BEFORE SENDING TO: 
TRAVELING LIBRARY AND EXTENSION 
DEPARTMENT, B-103 STATE OFFICE 
BUILDING, MADISON 2. 





HAVE YOU SEEN? 





in Action - the Girl 

cou ecor = is the 
recently published history of 
the Girl Scout Movement covering 
the past 35 years, It outlines 
the activities and program of 
the organization and would be 
useful in most libraries. Li- 
braries may obtain a copy free 
of charge while they last, by 
writing Mrs. Alfred Wallace, 
er Department, Girl Scouts 
of U.S.A., 155 East 44thStreet, 
New York 17, 


Citizens 





Stencil painting. Circular 410, 
bri November, 1951. Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, Extension 

Service, College of Agriculture, 
Madison 6. 


Simple directions for stencil 
Ye » illustrations and 

ist of supplies make this a 
most useful pamphlet. 





(Continued from p. 84) 
artist, a poet and a phy- 


sician. 

Wiason, Yonald P. a six con- 

cts, Rinehart, 
nteresting contributior 

to the understanding of 
modern criminology and 
penglogye 

Woodham-°mith, Cecil. Florence 
Nightingale. McGraw, 

e e world's most 
honored women comes to 
be oe a distinguished 

ography. 

Wouk, Herman. The Caine Mutiny. 
Doubleday. 
Dramatic power and an un- 
a sense of values 
make this somber tale of 
mutiny in the South Paci- 
fic one of the most im- 
gorse novels of World 
ar II. 
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